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1. Please provide your organization’s comments on Reliability-driven Projects Recommended
for Approval.
The California Community Choice Association (CalCCA) applauds the California Independent System Operator
(CAISO) for its efforts to develop the 2025-2026 Transmission Plan. Transmission is the key to unlocking

additional generating capacity that is critically needed to support the clean energy transition. It is also necessary
to ensure that new and existing load can be served in a reliable manner.

CalCCA’'s comments on the Transmission Planning Process (TPP) are included below in Section 6.

2. Please provide your organization’s comments on Policy-driven Projects Recommended for
Approval.

Please see section 6.

3. Please provide your organization’s comments on the Economic Assessment.

Please see section 6.

4. Please provide your organization’s comments on Maximum Import Capability Expansion
Requests.

Please see section 6.

5. Please provide your organization’s comments on Frequency Response.

Please see section 6.

6. Please provide your organization’s additional comments on the Draft 2025-2026
Transmission Plan April 15, 2026 stakeholder call discussion.

CalCCA recommends the CAISO make the following enhancements to the TPP:

» Reserved Transmission Plan Deliverability (TPD) Release Process: The CAISO proposes to reserve
deliverability for geothermal, offshore wind, out-of-state (OOS) wind, and non-battery long-duration energy
storage resources in the quantities and locations included in the 2035 base portfolios. A reservation
process is necessary to allocate deliverability to long-lead time (LLT) resources that have longer project
development cycles that extend beyond the cycle for TPD allocations to non-LLT resources. Reservations
of deliverability for LLT resources, however, limit the amount of deliverability available to allocate to other
resources that may be commercially viable and contracted for to meet policy and reliability objectives. The
California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC) portfolios are developed using assumptions about
technology availability and cost. To the extent these assumptions change, procured resources may differ
from the portfolios. The CAISO should ensure that its process for releasing reserved TPD considers the
local regulatory authorities’ planning assumptions and actual investments in new capacity and development



milestones of contracted resources. This process should take place annually within the TPP to ensure
reservations continue to reflect actual resource procurement and development.

o Maximum Import Capability (MIC) Enhancements: CalCCA appreciates the CAISO conducting the
maximum import capability (MIC) expansion process to facilitate the contracting of imports necessary to
support long-term policy needs. However, the MIC expansion process, and other elements of the MIC
process, may be insufficient to provide load serving entities (LSE) and developers the certainty necessary
to move forward with long-term procurement activities that support the amount of imports projected in the
CPUC portfolios. As stated in CalCCA's December 5, 2025, Comments,[1] the process for expanding MIC
through upgrades should account for both local regulatory authority (LRA) planning assumptions and actual
investments and development milestones of contracted out-of-state resources. This is conceptually similar
to the way in which transmission development is conducted for resources interconnecting to the CAISO
grid in which: (1) the TPP has the benefit of the CPUC portfolios; and (2) the Generator Interconnection
Process reviews resource needs, available queued projects, and commercial interest to develop
transmission needed for deliverability. In addition, the CAISO should prioritize the MIC enhancements
initiative submitted in the 2026 catalog process to explore ways to support the availability and certainty of
MIC.[2]

« Stranded Cost Prevention for Data Center Driven Upgrades: A significant portion of TPP upgrades is
being driven by load growth, including significant forecasted growth from data centers. Load growth from
data centers is very uncertain at this time, meaning that there is a risk of stranded costs if the CAISO
invests in infrastructure upgrades for load that does not materialize. When evaluating transmission
solutions to support data center load growth, the CAISO should seek to minimize risk of stranded costs by
identifying upgrades that support data center load growth and provide other policy, reliability, or economic
benefits where possible.

Further, many of the upgrades are substantial and resemble area supply or reliability reinforcements,
creating potential ambiguity around long-term cost responsibility absent clear guardrails. This risk is
heightened because many of the upgrades are below 200 kV, meaning that any reclassification out of
the load-interconnection framework could disproportionately burden TAC customers rather than being
spread across the ISO system. The Joint CCAs also note that final cost allocation remains unsettled
pending issuance of the CPUC’s final Rule 30 decision. Advancing a large portfolio of load-driven
upgrades ahead of that decision increases the risk of misalignment between transmission planning
outcomes and ultimate cost-responsibility rules.

« TPD Scarcity: CalCCA appreciates the CAISO'’s efforts to identify policy driven upgrades to support the
development of new clean resources. CalCCA is concerned that existing TPD is scarce and new TPD
associated with policy approvals in this TPP may severely limit the amount of Cluster 16 projects that can
enter the interconnection queue. The CAISO and CPUC should work together to ensure the policy
portfolios result in sufficient TPD to support reliability and policy objectives with new deliverable capacity.

» 00S Wind: The CPUC portfolios include a significant amount of OOS wind. CAISO has signaled that, to its
knowledge, there is limited OOS transmission development identified to support delivery of these projects
to California. CalCCA supports the CAISO’s proposed Request for Information (RFI) to investigate whether
the amount of OOS resources in the portfolio is realistic. If these projects do not materialize in sufficient
volumes, the CPUC and CAISO will need to refine its portfolio development and resulting transmission
planning to ensure state requirements can continue to be met.

[1] See CalCCA Comments on Policy & Economic Preliminary Assessment and Study Updates (Dec. 5,
2025), https://stakeholdercenter.caiso.com/Comments/AllComments/8dedac49-35a3-4164-96aa-
f620710b1a18#org-78bbd38a-c496-43a8-9140-b07f4ff11739.

[2] See Joint Parties Comments on Catalog Submissions — 2026 Market Policy Catalog and Roadmap
Process (Mar. 2, 2026), https://stakeholdercenter.caiso.com/Comments/AllComments/04c6df24-b13b-4e59-
b83b-7dd99085b4eft#org-85e61823-658d-40e8-9bfe-16753fbfe6eb.
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