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OPENING LINES
Spring always brings renewed energy to Sacramento, and this year that momentum feels especially 
strong. From a successful Lobby Day at the Capitol to major market design discussions shaping the 
future of California’s grid, CalCCA and our members are at the center of the conversations that matter 
most. As community choice continues to grow, so does our responsibility to advocate for practical 
solutions that protect local control, customer affordability, and grid reliability. 

CalCCA’s sponsored legislation this year reflects those priorities. AB 1761 advances greater 
transparency, fairness, and consumer protection for CCA customers in state energy policy, while 
SB 1138 supports a more affordable, reliable, and efficient electricity system for all Californians. 
These bills are grounded in the same principle that has guided our work for the past decade: local 
communities should have a strong voice in shaping California’s energy future. 

We’re excited to carry this momentum into the 2026 CalCCA Conference & 10-Year Anniversary 
Celebration this May, themed “Powering Our Legacy.” The event will bring together more than 1,000 
attendees from across the energy community for a program featuring more than 70 speakers on 
the challenges and opportunities defining California’s 
energy landscape—from EDAM and regional grid 
coordination to resource adequacy, procurement, 
transmission, legislative strategy, customer affordability, 
clean energy financing, and emerging technologies. 
The goal is straightforward: share ideas, strengthen 
partnerships, and drive the solutions that will shape the 
next decade.

Thank you to our members, board, staff, and partners 
for your continued leadership and commitment to 
California communities.  

Beth Vaughan
Chief Executive Officer
CalCCA

CalCCA’s CEO Beth Vaughan (right) joined California 
Natural Resources Secretary Wade Crowfoot (center) 
and General Manager Brad Koehn (left) of the Turlock 
Irrigation District at the Project Nexus celebration in La 
Grange, Calif.—launching a first-in-the-nation solar-
over-canal project.
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QUICK TAKES
•	 CalCCA is sponsoring AB 1761, authored by Assemblymember Chris Rogers (D-Santa Rosa), to bring 

greater transparency to how the Power Charge Indifference Adjustment (PCIA)—a charge on nearly 
all electricity bills—is calculated, helping ensure customers pay their fair share and no more. The 
bill would require clearer disclosure of the data, assumptions, and methodologies used to set PCIA 
costs, improving accountability and helping protect customers from unexpected rate increases. AB 
1761 passed the Assembly Utilities and Energy Committee with a unanimous 15-0 vote. Learn more 
here: cal-cca.org/ab-1761

•	 To help lower costs under California’s new Slice-of-Day Resource Adequacy framework, CalCCA 
is sponsoring SB 1138, authored by Senator Steve Padilla (D-San Diego), to give California load-
serving entities greater flexibility to trade resource adequacy obligations at the hourly level. 
Aligning transactions with hourly compliance requirements would improve market efficiency, 
maintain reliability, and help save millions of dollars in unnecessary costs that are ultimately paid 
by ratepayers. SB 1138 passed the Senate Energy, Utilities and Communications Committee with a 
unanimous 13-0 vote. Learn more here: cal-cca.org/sb-1138

•	 The 2026 CalCCA Annual Conference will bring together more than 1,000 attendees from across 
the energy sector, representing over 225 organizations including community choice aggregators, 
utilities, regulators, policymakers, renewable energy developers, market operators, financial 
institutions, technology providers, and legal and policy experts. With more than 70 speakers taking 
the stage, the program will highlight the ideas, innovations, and partnerships shaping California’s 
energy future. This year’s conference will also feature a keynote address from acclaimed actor, 
writer, and advocate Kal Penn, bringing a dynamic and engaging voice to the program. 

•	 CalCCA’s online merchandise store has been refreshed with new CalCCA Annual Conference-
branded merch, featuring updated designs and event gear now available to order. Shop now at: 
redbubble.com/people/CalCCA. 

CalCCA’s team in Sacramento to testify in support of SB 1138 before the 
California State Senate Energy, Utilities and Communications Committee (left 
to right): Teresa Machado/CalCCA, Lauren Carr/CalCCA, Senator Steve Padilla, 
Ted Bardacke/Clean Power Alliance, Sean MacNeil/CalCCA. 

https://cal-cca.org/ab-1761/
https://cal-cca.org/sb-1138/
http://redbubble.com/people/CalCCA
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CalCCA staff, our lobbying team, and representatives from member CCAs in front of the Capitol Annex Swing Space. 

LOBBY DAY  
CalCCA returned to Sacramento on February 4 for a dynamic and successful Lobby Day, bringing together 
CCA leaders, board members, and staff from across California for a full day of advocacy and engagement. 
With 45 attendees, the day showcased the strength and collaboration of the CCA community. 

Throughout the day, participants completed 50 meetings with legislators, committee staff, and 
representatives from the governor’s office. Among those engaged were Senator Jerry McNerney; Senator 
Brian Jones; staff from Senate President pro Tempore Monique Limón’s office, Assembly Speaker Robert 
Rivas’ office, Assemblymember Jacqui Irwin’s office, and Assemblymember Cottie Petrie-Norris’ office; key 
legislative energy committee consultants; and senior advisors to Governor Gavin Newsom.  

Conversations throughout the day focused on the continued growth of CCAs across California, CalCCA’s 
affordability priorities including PCIA data transparency and resource adequacy obligation trading, strong 
CCA procurement achievements, and emerging issues such as data centers and the potential extension of 
Diablo Canyon’s operations. 

The day reflected the momentum of California’s CCA movement and the value of bringing local energy 
leaders directly into conversations with state decision-makers. Thank you to everyone who helped make 
this year’s Lobby Day such a meaningful success! 
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Lobby Day attendees pose with the iconic California bronze bear statue in the in front of the 
temporary Governor’s Office in the swing space. 

CalCCA leaders with Senator Ben Allen (left to right: Joe Mosca/OCPA, Dawn Weisz/MCE, Beth 
Vaughan/CalCCA, Senator Ben Allen, Robert Shaw/3CE, Karin Burns/SDCP, Howard Chang/Ava, Ted 
Bardacke/CPA). 
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LOBBY DAY (cont.)

Beth Vaughan/CalCCA (left), Ted Bardacke/CPA (center), and 
Howard Chang/Ava (right) share a smile during one of the Lobby 
Day meetings.

Senator Josh Becker meets with the CalCCA Delegation. 

Samantha Omana (right), legislative director for Senate 
President pro Tempore Monique Limón engaged in a lively 
discussion with CCA Leaders. 

Grant Mack (left), deputy legislative secretary for the Office of 
Governor Gavin Newsom meets with CalCCA Leadership.

The CalCCA delegation meets with Kip Lipper (center, in blue suit), chief energy advisor, Office of Senate President Pro 
Tempore Monique Limón. 
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In the early 2010s, as Community Choice Aggregation was just beginning to take root in California, a small group of 
energy leaders gathered on weekly calls to share knowledge and chart a path forward. Representing the state’s first CCA 
programs, they compared notes on what was working, what wasn’t, and how to navigate the road ahead. 

There was a palpable sense of excitement. CCAs were emerging as innovative, community-driven players in California’s 
energy landscape. But alongside that momentum came growing scrutiny on the legislative and regulatory fronts, raising 
early concerns about how these new entities would be shaped, and challenged, by the state’s evolving policy environment. 

Barbara Hale, assistant general manager of power at the San Francisco Public Utilities Commission (CleanPowerSF), was 
among those early participants. “We would meet regularly, share best practices, and exchange insights about what we 
were hearing in the Legislature and what was happening at the California PUC,” said Hale, who served as CalCCA’s first 
president. “That sense of community was incredibly valuable, and we wanted to formalize it.” 

Out of those conversations, a shared vision began to take shape. California’s early CCA pioneers recognized the need to 
create a unified voice to represent CCA interests and navigate an increasingly complex policy landscape.  

The California Community Choice Association (CalCCA) was launched in mid-2016 by California’s first six operational 
CCAs: CleanPowerSF, Lancaster Choice Energy (now Lancaster Choice), Marin Clean Energy (now MCE), Peninsula Clean 
Energy, Silicon Valley Clean Energy, and Sonoma Clean Power.  

From the beginning, CalCCA had a full agenda of policy work on its plate. “Before CalCCA, the advocacy was more 
localized. It was scattered throughout the state,” recalls Dawn Weisz, MCE CEO and a founding CalCCA board member. 
“We played a lot of Whack-A-Mole. There was a lot of misinformation popping up in communities here and there, and 
there was an overwhelming amount of CPUC engagement that had to be done.”  

The formation of CalCCA helped address these early challenges, according to 
Weisz. “After CalCCA formed, things changed a lot. We could address themes. 
We could come forward with a unified message. We could find the source of the 
problem, and we could aggregate information to tell a consistent story,” Weisz 
said. 

Weisz remembers those early days of CalCCA, when “sweat equity was a 
common theme. We donated time, energy, and expertise to really build the 
foundation.” But while CCA leaders and their staffs launched CalCCA, the 
organization would soon need its own dedicated workforce to address the 
growing policy needs of the CCA movement. 

In 2017, the organization really came into its own with the hire of Beth Vaughan as CalCCA’s executive director. 
Tasked with building and leading the fledgling trade association from the ground up, Vaughan brought a depth 
of experience from her previous roles as executive director of the California Cogeneration Council and as a senior 
advisor to environment and conservation cabinet ministers in the New Zealand Parliament. 

Vaughan fondly remembers working on the ground floor with the CCA leaders who made up CalCCA’s early board of 
directors. “It was an incredibly collaborative board,” she said. “This is a working board where everyone had to roll up 
their sleeves and work together. I was brought on in 2017, and I’m pretty sure none of those board members slept 
because I didn’t for the first couple of years.” 

“Beth was a game changer. She immediately saw the vision and the need for the agency. She was so good at 
strategically directing limited resources to change the CCA conversation in the regulatory and legislative arenas,” 

INSIDE STORY: CAlCCA TURNS 10
In the Beginning

CalCCA Is Born

CalCCA’s first logo.
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Weisz observed.  “She made us more efficient and more effective. She unified our story and our practices, and she 
deepened our support for each other.”

The launch of CalCCA in 2016 could not have been better timed. California’s CCA movement was on the cusp of rapid 
expansion, and by 2018, the number of programs in the state had doubled with the addition of 10 new CCAs. It was a 
transformative moment—one that signaled the arrival of CCAs as a major force in California’s energy landscape.

But as new programs came on line, the California Public Utilities Commission grew increasingly concerned about their 
potential impact, particularly on grid reliability. In response, the commission took steps to delay—and in some cases, 
potentially derail—new CCA launches. For Clean Power Alliance, which was preparing to begin service at the height of the 
2018 surge, the effort nearly unraveled before it began. CEO Ted Bardacke recalled how “we were prepared to launch in 2018; 
we had signed up 31 cities to join” before the CPUC’s Resolution E-4907 threatened to effectively freeze new CCA programs. 

CalCCA, its members, and many other advocacy groups lobbied against the freeze and secured a small victory. 
Some new hurdles would be in place for CCA launches, but the launches could still go through. “We ended up only 
being able to launch with three cities and having to delay the launch to 2019,” Bardacke said. “CalCCA played a 
pivotal role in helping us negotiate an outcome that was the least bad that we could get. And I think that’s actually a 
theme. CCAs are the underdogs—we can never expect a full win. That’s the nature of regulation. That’s the nature of 
compromise. But CalCCA helps us get the best outcome possible.” 

As the tumultuous early years subsided, the institutional strength of CalCCA and its member CCAs continued to 
grow. It was in 2021, Vaughan noted, that “CCAs really began to mature,” as seen especially well in the launch of new 
“sister” organizations that serve the needs of community choice energy providers.  

The California Community Choice Financing Authority (CCCFA) was established to offer tax-exempt prepayment 
bonds for power purchase payments. California Community Power (CC Power) was developed as a joint-powers 
authority, in which CCAs jointly procure power projects with a specific interest in emerging technologies. Today, 
CCAs have secured almost $5 billion in savings through CCCFA bonds, and CC Power has helped procure new, cost-
effective clean energy for member CCAs and their customers.

Explosive Growth 

2017 CalCCA board members, front row (left to right): Joseph Moon/Apple 
Valley Choice Energy, Dawn Weisz/MCE, Jan Pepper/Peninsula Clean Energy, 
Barbara Hale/SFPUC (CleanPowerSF). Back row: Cathy DeFalco/CalChoice, 
Matthew Marshall/Redwood Coast Energy Authority, Geof Syphers/Sonoma 
Clean Power, Tom Habashi/Silicon Valley Clean Energy.  
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Today, CCAs are a formidable component of the California energy market, serving 15 million customers—more than 
one-third of the state’s population—and playing a dominant role in clean energy procurement. As of November 2025, 
they have secured more than 21,000 megawatts (MW) of new-build clean energy capacity through long-term power 
purchase agreements (PPAs) and committed more than $48.4 billion in investments to build and operate clean energy 
resources.

“The impact of CalCCA over the last 10 years has really been helping to mature CCAs both at the regulatory 
environment and the legislative space, but more importantly, building those relationships and partnerships with 
stakeholders and developers,” said Robert Shaw, CEO of Central Coast Community Energy and current CalCCA board 
chair. “It’s really enabling CCAs to have the impact of bringing on lots of new projects, steel-in-ground, that are going 
to continue serving California well into the future.”  

Shaw also highlighted the leading role CalCCA now plays in advancing groundbreaking legislation, saying, “And 
you pair that with CalCCA’s involvement in bringing something like Pathways forward, that is probably the most 
meaningful piece of legislation that we’ll see in the renewable space out of California for years to come.” 

The Pathways Initiative (Pathways) was, according to Vaughan, “essentially about regionalization of the Western 
electricity markets into a single independent energy market.” Shepherded by CalCCA’s chief policy officer and general 
counsel, Evelyn Kahl, along with other energy professionals, Pathways developed into the Regional Organization 
for Western Energy. Vaughan explained that the motivation for regionalization was to “deliver on reliability, 
decarbonization, and specifically affordability.”  

CalCCA’s Annual Conference in 2017. From left to right: Nick Chaset/Ava Community Energy, Geof 
Syphers/Sonoma Clean Power, Bill Carnahan/San Diego Community Power, Tom Habashi/Silicon 
Valley Clean Energy, Benjamin Cárdenas/Pico Rivera Innovative Municipal Energy, Cathy DeFalco/
CalChoice, Jan Pepper/Peninsula Clean Energy, Matthew Marshall/Redwood Coast Energy Authority, 
Josephy Moon/Apple Valley Choice Energy, Dawn Weisz/MCE, Barbara Hale/SFPUC (CleanPowerSF). 

The Impact of CalCCA 

https://cal-cca.org/california-ccas-achieve-procurement-milestone-secure-21-gigawatts-of-new-build-clean-energy-resources/
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Affordability is the name of the game and a central rationale for the initiative. “Studies show that over a billion dollars 
can be achieved for our customers through optimization of a single energy market across the West,” Vaughan said. 

While some CalCCA efforts, like Pathways, have sprung up in recent years, other battles have been long fought, such 
as over the Power Charge Indifference Amount (PCIA). The PCIA is a fee charged by investor-owned utilities (IOUs) in 
California to all customers, including those who receive generation service from a CCA.  

Early fights over the PCIA began in the 2010s and centered on calculation methodology. While such regulatory 
concerns eventually faded into the background, recent volatility in the PCIA has renewed political focus on the 
adjustment. “I mean, we’ve been talking about PCIA since the beginning. That kind of calmed down, and now it’s 
back,” said Hale. 

CalCCA continues fighting for fair treatment for CCA customers in PCIA proceedings. Current efforts include 
sponsoring AB 1761, which aims to bring transparency to the PCIA calculation to ensure CCA customers are not 
unfairly charged.

With some fights won, and others ongoing, CalCCA is proud of its first decade of development and work. The CalCCA 
team has grown to 20 strong, while greatly increasing its reach and influence. Just last year, CalCCA was involved in 
66 proceedings, submitted nearly 3,500 pages of filings, and tracked over 120 bills. 

“Through bold leadership and informed advocacy, the association has become the unified and respected voice of 
CCAs in California, one that is looked to as a thought leader in the state’s most critical energy policy discussions,” 
Vaughan said. 

CalCCA will celebrate its anniversary May 12-14 with its members, partners, and the entire California energy 
community at the 2026 Annual Conference in Sacramento, and is looking forward to the next 10 years and beyond. 
CCAs and CalCCA will likely continue to grow, provide even more support for their constituents and customers, and 
work further towards a clean, affordable, and reliable energy future. 

CalCCA board members speaking at the CalCCA 2025 Annual Conference. From left to right: Robert 
Shaw/Central Coast Community Energy, Ted Bardacke/Clean Power Alliance, Don Eckert/Pioneer 
Community Energy, Lori Mitchell/San José Clean Energy, Karin Burns/San Diego Community Power.

https://cal-cca.org/ab-1761/
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CalCCA has been on the move across California—attending conferences, touring energy facilities, and 
participating in important internal meetings on a range of key topics. Here’s a look at some of the places 
we’ve visited in recent months.

CALCCA ON THE ROAD

CalCCA TIP
Did you know that CalCCA reaches over 6,500 followers across its social media channels 
and has shared more than 200 posts in the past year highlighting CCA news, policy up-
dates, and industry insights?  

•	 Stay connected and follow CalCCA on:
•	 LinkedIn (linkedin.com/company/california-community-choice-association)
•	 X (x.com/cal_cca)
•	 Instagram (instagram.com/calcca_)
•	 YouTube (youtube.com/channel/UCC0O9I80RDFacDv9ig03xjg)
•	 Bluesky (bsky.app/profile/calcca.bsky.social)

CCA staff and leadership meet in Yosemite for CivicWell’s Policymakers Conference. 

CalCCA staffers Lauren Carr (left) and Leanne 
Bober (right) attend the Energy Institute at 
Haas POWER Conference at UC Bekeley. 

CCA speakers took the stage at Infocast’s California Clean 
Energy Summit in San Diego (left to right): Ardi Arian/
Renewable America, Andrea Torres/San Diego Community 
Power, Lauren Carr/CalCCA, Ryan Tracey/Sonoma Clean Power, 
Louis Ting/Orange County Power Authority, Scott Harding/Ava 
Community Energy.

-11-

https://www.linkedin.com/company/california-community-choice-association/
http://x.com/cal_cca
http://instagram.com/calcca_
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCC0O9I80RDFacDv9ig03xjg
https://bsky.app/profile/calcca.bsky.social
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Ava Community Energy (Ava) is the not-for-profit public power provider for more than 2 million residents and 
businesses in Alameda County and the cities of Tracy, Stockton, and Lathrop. In May 2026, we will begin service in 
unincorporated San Joaquin County. More at AvaEnergy.org.

Welcoming Unincorporated San Joaquin County
Ava will begin service in unincorporated San Joaquin County in May 2026. Approximately 60,000 new residential, 
commercial, and agricultural accounts will be eligible for Ava service, and the county has chosen Bright Choice as 
its default plan. Bright Choice is priced 0.5% below Pacific Gas & Electric’s rates (including all fees), and in 2024, 
its power mix included 62% eligible renewable energy. Starting in March, customers will receive the first of four 
enrollment notices. 

SmartHome Battery Program
Launched in March, SmartHome Battery is a solar and storage incentive program 
designed to support community resilience by growing a dependable battery 
component to Ava’s virtual power plant (VPP) at scale. The program offers 
installation rebates for new solar and battery systems (or adding a battery to an 
existing solar setup), and ongoing participation payments for remaining connected 
to the VPP. 

Evaluating the Drivers of PG&E Electricity Rate Growth
Ava recently published a white paper called “Evaluating the Drivers of PG&E 
Electricity Rate Growth.” To investigate rising electricity rates, Ava’s Public Policy 
team analyzed PG&E costs and rates published in regulatory filings. This study 
makes clear that the largest driver of recent electricity rate (and bill) increases in 
California is responding to climate change (e.g., wildfire mitigation) rather than 
preempting it (e.g., clean energy procurement).

Great Place To Work
Ava is proud to be a Certified Great Place To Work® for the third year in a row! According to the Trust Index Survey, 
85% of employees say Ava is a great place to work, compared with 57% at a typical U.S.-based company. Employees 
cited the people, culture, benefits, and being made to feel welcome when they join.

Launched in 2017 by the cities of Lancaster and San Jacinto, the California Choice Energy Authority (CalChoice) 
helps cities in Southern California Edison territory participate in Community Choice Aggregation. CCA programs 
associated with CalChoice include Lancaster Energy, San Jacinto Power (SJP), Apple Valley Choice Energy (AVCE), 
Pico Rivera Innovative Municipal Energy (PRIME), Pomona Choice Energy, Rancho Mirage Energy Authority (RMEA), 
Santa Barbara Clean Energy (SBCE), and Energy for Palmdale’s Independent Choice (EPIC).

Pomona Choice Energy Lowers Rates 
Pomona Choice Energy lowered its electric generation rates to at least 3% below Southern California Edison 
generation rates, effective in December, delivering cost savings for local customers. This rate reduction is 
expected to lower the average residential customer’s monthly electric bill by approximately $2.13, translating to 

UPDATES FROM CALIFORNIA’S CCAs

AVA COMMUNITY ENERGY

Ava’s recently published white 
paper on rising electricity rates.

CALCHOICE
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an estimated $1.4 million in annual savings for Pomona Choice customers. The adjustment reflects Pomona Choice 
Energy’s continued focus on providing competitive rates while also delivering community-wide financial benefits.

Pomona Choice Energy Holds Ribbon-Cutting 
Pomona city officials held a ribbon-cutting ceremony in 
November to mark the opening of 19 Level 2 electric vehicle 
charging stations at Palomares Park. These stations mark 
the city’s first publicly accessible, city-owned EV chargers. 
The project was completed through partnerships with the 
Southern California Edison Charge Ready Program and the 
Los Angeles County Power Up Program, expanding access to 
electric vehicle infrastructure for residents and visitors.

SBCE Expands Home Electrification Offerings 
Santa Barbara Clean Energy announced the expansion of its 
Home Electrification Accelerator Program, broadening the 
range of incentives available to customers. The program now 
includes incentives for heat-pump HVAC systems in addition 
to heat-pump water heaters and associated electrical work. As part of the expansion, SBCE is also offering free and 
streamlined permitting and enhanced advisor services to support customers through the home electrification process.

SBCE Launches Incentive Finder Tool
Santa Barbara Clean Energy announced the launch of its Incentive Finder tool, powered by GovCentives, to help 
customers navigate available rebates and incentives for energy-efficiency and electrical upgrades. The tool provides 
a personalized experience based on ZIP code and basic household information, allowing residents to identify eligible 
federal, state, regional and local incentives. Eligible upgrades include heat-pump systems, electric vehicles, battery 
storage, and home efficiency improvements.

SBCE Announces EV Charging Program for Multifamily Buildings
Santa Barbara Clean Energy announced the launch of Charge Up SB, an electric vehicle charging program designed 
to support multifamily housing. The program offers free technical assistance and incentives for building owners and 
managers, helping expand access to EV charging for renters and residents living in multifamily communities. The initiative 
supports broader efforts to increase transportation electrification and equitable access to charging infrastructure.

Disadvantaged Community Green Tariff Program
In July, CalChoice will launch the Disadvantaged Community Green Tariff program for Lancaster Energy, Pico Rivera 
Innovative Municipal Energy, and San Jacinto Power. The program provides eligible customers in disadvantaged 
communities with 100% renewable energy and a 20% total bill discount. CARE or FERA-eligible Community Choice 
Aggregation customers living in disadvantaged areas identified by Cal EnviroScreen will be automatically enrolled, 
with priority for households at risk of disconnection. CalChoice will oversee implementation to ensure equitable 
access to renewable, affordable energy.

Local EV Giveaway for Power Choice Customers
Apple Valley Choice Energy, Pico Rivera Innovative Municipal Energy, Lancaster Energy, Pomona Choice Energy, Energy 
for Palmdale’s Independent Choice, and San Jacinto Power have launched the Power Choice EV Giveaway Contest to 
encourage adoption of solar plus battery storage. Open to California residents 18 and older in participating CCA 
areas, entrants must be the energy bill account holder, enroll in Power Choice, and submit a short essay and photo 
of their installed system by August. Six winners—one per community—will receive a new EV with a $15,000 tax 
assistance payment or a $35,000 cash alternative, with no cost to enter beyond enrollment.

Pomona city officials cut the ribbon at Palomares Park during 
a ceremony marking the opening of 19 Level 2 electric vehicle 
charging stations.
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CENTRAL COAST COMMUNITY ENERGY
Central Coast Community Energy (3CE) is geographically the largest Community Choice Aggregator in California. 
Spanning five counties, 3CE serves more than 1.2 million customers in Monterey, San Benito, San Luis Obispo, Santa 
Barbara, and Santa Cruz counties. Approximately 94% of eligible customers are enrolled in 3CE’s electricity services, 
reflecting broad community trust and support.  

Santa Maria EV Chargers Pilot 
To encourage local vehicle electrification and 
expand access to affordable, reliable public 
charging, 3CE has launched an EV Charger Asset 
Pilot Program that will allow the agency to own 
and operate EV charging infrastructure across 
the Central Coast. As part of the program, 
3CE has partnered with the City of Santa Maria 
to install a new public EV charging station, which 
will include five Level 2 chargers and four DC 
fast chargers in a high-use location near City 
Hall, the public library, and local businesses.

Local Landfill Gas Power Agreement 
3CE has signed a short-term power purchase 
agreement with ReGen Monterey to deliver 3 
MW of locally generated renewable electricity 
from its landfill-gas-to-energy facility beginning 
in February. The partnership strengthens grid 
reliability by adding steady, around-the-clock 
renewable power to 3CE’s portfolio, helping 
stabilize rates while reducing greenhouse gas 
emissions. As public agencies, 3CE and ReGen 
Monterey are leveraging landfill gas to generate renewable electricity for Central Coast communities, advancing 
shared goals of affordability, emissions reduction, and community benefits.

Willow Rock Storage Project Advances 
3CE has renewed its Energy Storage Agreement with Hydrostor for the Willow Rock advanced compressed-air 
energy storage project in Kern County, which recently received final permitting approval from the California 
Energy Commission. The 500 MW project is now expected to be shovel-ready in 2026 and on line in 2030, with 
3CE contracted for 200 MW of long-duration storage under a 25-year agreement. The project will strengthen grid 
reliability and support higher levels of renewable energy by diversifying California’s clean energy storage portfolio 
beyond traditional batteries.

3CE Highlights Local Energy Leadership 
At the Policy Bridge event hosted by CivicWell in Sacramento on February 9, 3CE Director of Legislative and External 
Affairs Das Williams spoke on a panel titled “Advancing Affordable, Reliable, Clean Energy.” The event gathered 
approximately 125 legislative staff and local officials to strengthen coordination between local and state leaders and 
advance community-driven energy and climate policy. Williams joined other CCA and local representatives to highlight 
CCAs’ role in delivering affordable, reliable, clean energy while strengthening collaboration across jurisdictions.

Project partners from the City of Santa Maria, 3CE, and the project team kick off 
construction of the new public EV charging station in downtown Santa Maria. 
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CLEAN POWER ALLIANCE
Clean Power Alliance (CPA) provides electricity to 38 communities across Los Angeles and Ventura counties. CPA is 
the fourth-largest electricity provider in California, serving approximately 3 million residents and businesses with 
clean energy and innovative programs that promote resilience, electrification, and bill savings. CPA is proud to be the 
leading green power provider in the nation.

Community Benefits Grant Advances Clean Energy Initiatives 
Clean Power Alliance announced the latest group of awardees to receive funding through its annual Community 
Benefits Grant program. Through this ongoing partnership with Calpine Community Energy, 12 nonprofit 
organizations located throughout CPA’s service area will receive more than $289,000 in grants to advance clean 
energy; workforce training for clean energy jobs; environmental education and stewardship; and initiatives that 
expand equitable access to affordable, reliable, clean energy in their communities. Individual grants range from 
$15,000 to $30,000. Learn about the recipients at cleanpoweralliance.org/cbg-recipients.

CLEAN ENERGY ALLIANCE
Clean Energy Alliance (CEA) began serving customers in Carlsbad, Del Mar, and Solana Beach in 2021, expanded 
to San Marcos and Escondido in April 2023, and welcomed Oceanside and Vista in April 2024. CEA serves 
approximately 255,000 customers, with a 93% participation rate. 

Solar Plus Business 
In January, CEA launched the Solar Plus Business program in partnership 
with Luminia. The program enables commercial, industrial, municipal, and 
school-district properties to install solar and battery storage systems, or 
stand-alone storage systems at no upfront cost, while earning annual lease 
payments for hosting the systems.

Participants benefit from predictable energy rates, with Luminia handling all financing, permitting, installation, and 
maintenance. CEA and Luminia expect to deploy up to 160 MW of solar power and 640 MWh of battery storage 
through this initiative, supporting CEA’s goal of achieving 100% clean energy by 2035. 

PeakSmart Bill Protection Extension 
CEA has extended bill protection for its PeakSmart Savers program 
through the end of 2026. Customers who enroll in 2026 will receive 
12 months of bill protection; if their total charges exceed what they 
would have paid on standard rates, CEA will credit the difference. 
This demand response program offers residential customers up to 
30% lower electricity rates most of the year in exchange for reducing 
energy use during up to 18 high-demand days annually. This 
extension demonstrates CEA’s commitment to making the energy 
transition accessible and risk-free for participants. 

‘Meet the Team’ Video Series 
CEA launched a “Meet the Team” video series on social media, featuring staff members and board members 
sharing their perspectives on clean energy and their roles at CEA. The short interview-style videos allow 
community members to get to know the people behind CEA’s programs and initiatives. The series highlights the 
diverse expertise and passion driving CEA’s mission to provide affordable, sustainable energy solutions to North 
County residents and businesses. 

Logo for the Solar Plus Business program 
partnership with Luminia.

Logo for the PeakSmart Savers Program.  

https://cleanpoweralliance.org/cbg-recipients/
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Helping Customers Protect Properties from the Risk of Fire
In the aftermath of the wildfires that devastated local communities in 2025, CPA launched several opportunities to 
help residents and businesses protect their properties from the risk of fires with resources designed to strengthen 
structures and aid rebuilding with resilient solutions. Our Energy Team service now provides customers expert 
guidance in home hardening, and our Sun Storage Rebate program includes a “Reliability+” extra financial incentive to 
install battery storage for customers who live in areas at heightened risk of public-safety power shutoffs. Learn more 
about our wildfire resources at cleanpoweralliance.org/wildfireresilience. 

CPA Achieves No. 1 National Ranking 
Clean Power Alliance is honored to have earned the distinction of being the No. 1 green power provider in the United 
States by the U.S. Department of Energy for the third year in a row. Last year CPA ranked No. 1 in green power sales 
with over 3.4 million MWh. In the most recent rankings, CPA maintained its position with total green power sales of 
over 4.8 million MWh—a figure that reflects both the scale of CPA’s operations and the growing demand for renewable 
energy options.

2025 Impact Report 
Clean Power Alliance released its annual impact report, which highlights transformative progress made in a 
challenging year for our region and the clean energy industry. The report outlines investments in local infrastructure 
that are accelerating the transition to clean energy; programs that are helping customers lower greenhouse gas 
emissions and save money on their bills; and how CPA is lowering the costs of renewable energy through our prepay 
bond program. Read about our efforts at cleanpoweralliance.org/impact. 

CLEAN POWER ALLIANCE (cont.)

The Community Benefits Grant helps nonprofits advance local clean energy 
initiatives in CPA’s service area. 

CPA’s 2025 Impact Report. 

‘CHOICE’ WORDS

“Our local Community Choice Aggregators (CCAs) are leading the country as national champions! ... Local 
leadership can make a big difference, both at home and by inspiring action across the nation.”  

- Senator Josh Becker on local CCAs Peninsula Clean Energy and Silicon Valley Clean Energy
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https://cleanpoweralliance.org/wildfireresilience/
https://cleanpoweralliance.org/impact-report-2025/
https://sd13.senate.ca.gov/news/good-news-climate-blog/march-20-2026/our-local-community-choice-aggregators-are-national#:~:text=Our%20local%20Community%20Choice%20Aggregators%20(CCAs)%20are%20leading%20the%20country,on%20clean%20energy%20and%20electrification.
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CLEANPOWERSF
CleanPowerSF is San Francisco’s community choice electricity program, operated by the San Francisco Public Utilities 
Commission, that serves more than 385,000 residential and business customers. CleanPowerSF procures clean energy 
from different producers, including through long-term contracts. As San Francisco’s not-for-profit clean power 
provider, CleanPowerSF is committed to achieving a clean energy future for San Francisco while ensuring electricity 
remains affordable for customers.

CleanPowerSF Is Lowering Rates by 20-25% 
The San Francisco Public Utilities Commission (SFPUC) approved an unprecedented reduction in its CleanPowerSF 
electricity rates, cutting generation charges by 20% to 25%. The rate cuts took effect March 1, 2026. 
Under the approved rates, CleanPowerSF customers can expect the following: 

•	 A 25% decrease in generation rates for residential and large commercial (E19 and B19) customers. 
•	 A 20% decrease in generation rates for all other CleanPowerSF customers. 

For more information about our proposed rate decrease, the public rate-setting process, and more, please visit the 
CleanPowerSF rates page. 

A Mission Built on Craft and Community 
Diana Medina, owner of DiJu Jewelry—a CleanPowerSF-powered business in San Francisco’s Mission District—
highlights how perseverance, community support, and cultural pride help immigrant-owned businesses like hers 
thrive. Read Diana’s inspirational story or hear from Diana directly in Spanish in this short video. 

An Electric 2025 
As we look back on 2025, one theme stands out: San Francisco’s clean energy future is not just a plan on paper—it is 
happening now. From providing 100% renewable electricity to all our customers two years in a row to the return of our 
electric bike incentive program, we powered through 2025 as a city. Read about an electric 2025.

Gonzaga Ridge in Merced County will provide nearly 150 MW of clean wind energy to CleanPowerSF 
customers this year. 

https://cleanpowersf.org/news/2026/1/28/sfpuc-commission-approves-new-rates
https://cleanpowersf.org/news/2026/1/28/sfpuc-commission-approves-new-rates
https://cleanpowersf.org/residential-rates
https://cleanpowersf.org/news/how-this-cleanpowersf-customer-shines-bright-with-community-support
https://www.instagram.com/p/DTgYQPKkqqi/
https://cleanpowersf.org/news/2025-year-in-review-powering-san-franciscos-future-together
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MCE is a not-for-profit public agency and the preferred electricity provider for almost 600,000 customer accounts 
and 1.8 million residents and businesses across Contra Costa, Marin, Napa, and Solano counties. Setting the standard 
for clean energy in California since 2010, MCE leads with 60-100% renewable power at stable rates, serving a 
1,400 MW peak load, significantly reducing greenhouse emissions, and reinvesting millions in local programs. For more 
information about MCE, visit mceCleanEnergy.org, or follow us on your preferred social platform @mceCleanEnergy. 

MCE Launches 2025 Impact Report Showcasing 15-Year Milestones 
MCE’s 2025 Impact Report celebrates key achievements throughout our last 15 years. MCE is beginning the 
new year serving 1.8 million residents and businesses while supporting 7,100 green jobs. Read the full report here.

Empowering the Next Generation of the Green Workforce 
ABC7 News featured MCE’s partnership with the LIME Foundation for a new cohort of the Next Gen Trades 
Academy. Through this partnership, these students now have the hands-on skills, mentorship, and tools they need to 
launch careers in the growing green workforce. Watch the video here.

MCE Unveils New Mural in Downtown Martinez to Celebrate Good Energy 
In partnership with the City of Martinez and the Boys and Girls Club of Martinez, MCE unveiled a new mural to celebrate 
community partnership and good energy. This event took place in March at the Boys and Girls Club of Martinez.

MCE

MCE and partners at MCE Solar One, a 10 megawatt solar farm 
in Richmond.

MCE and the LIME Foundation’s partnership was highlighted in 
a segment on ABC7 News.

MCE staff celebrate the unveiling of its Good Energy mural in Martinez.
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ORANGE COUNTY POWER AUTHORITY
Orange County Power Authority (OCPA) serves more than 180,000 commercial and residential customers in the Orange 
County cities of Buena Park, Fullerton, and Irvine, with Fountain Valley beginning service in spring 2027. 
 
OCPA Is a Top 10 Green Power Provider 
For three years in a row, Orange County Power Authority has 
received national recognition as a Top 10 Green Power Provider from 
the National Laboratory of the Rockies.  

Bright Futures Grant Funds New Ag Center 
OCPA’s Bright Futures Grant has helped Buena Park Middle School’s 
Future Farmers of America program incorporate sustainable 
features at its Ag Center designed for hands-on learning and 
discovery. What was once an ordinary patch of grass on campus 
has been transformed into a vibrant space where more than 
200 students are learning the process of growing food and fostering 
health, wellness, and a sustainable mindset that extends into 
the community. Today, the Ag Center includes a solar-powered 
irrigation system, a photosensitive and solar-powered chicken coop, 
an outdoor learning space, and other resources for teaching about sustainable technologies and agriculture.

Calpine Community Benefits Grants Awarded to Three Local Nonprofits 
In partnership with Calpine Community Energy, OCPA has awarded more than $56,000 to local nonprofit organizations 
for renewable energy education, green energy career exploration, and electric energy adoption. The grants will support: 

•	 Inside the Outdoors, part of the Orange County Department of Education, to deliver a Renewable Energy 
Traveling Scientist program to fourth-grade classrooms and after-school programs. 

•	 Vital Link, to expand their Green Energy Career Exploration program for over 8,000 middle school students. 
•	 OC Goes Solar, to scale its Electrify Everything Accelerator Campaign, which educates and assists residents on the 

benefits of clean energy adoption and home electrification. 

Completion of Community Power Plan 
After over a year of development, OCPA has released its Community Power Plan, a research-based road map to 
create energy programs that align with specific community needs and help OCPA lead Orange County’s clean energy 
transition. The research phase included several assessments including of community needs, operational alignment, 
existing programs, funding opportunities, and a cost-benefit analysis. Two initiatives emerged as high-priority program 
categories: direct-to-renter electrification and demand response, and comprehensive energy efficiency and 
electrification. Read the full plan at ocpower.org/community-power-plan. 

A Buena Park Middle School student adjusts solar-
powered irrigation system in new ag center.

PENINSULA CLEAN ENERGY
Peninsula Clean Energy is the official electricity provider for San Mateo County and for the City of Los Banos. Founded in 
2016 with a mission to reduce greenhouse gas emissions, the agency serves a population of 810,000 by providing more 
than 3,600 GWh annually of electricity that is 50% renewable, 100% clean, and at lower cost than Pacific Gas & Electric.  
 
10% Generation Rate Discount Locked In  
Peninsula Clean Energy’s board of directors approved lowering electricity generation rates starting in February to 
remain 10% below PG&E’s, continuing a multiyear trend of providing rate discounts amid rising PG&E costs. The board 
also lowered electricity generation rates last year to give its customers a 10-25 % discount compared to generation 

https://www.peninsulacleanenergy.com/news-releases/peninsula-clean-energy-locks-in-10-discount-amid-rising-energy-rates/
https://www.peninsulacleanenergy.com/news-releases/peninsula-clean-energy-lowers-2025-electric-generation-rates/
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PENINSULA CLEAN ENERGY (cont.)
rates charged by PG&E. In 2024, the board froze its electricity generation rates in response to PG&E’s 15% rate 
increase at the time. Since 2016, Peninsula Clean Energy has offered its customers a discount of at least 5% below 
PG&E’s baseline electric generation rate, saving its customers $225 million since its inception. 
 
New Community Feedback Forum Launched 
Peninsula Clean Energy has launched a new Community Feedback Forum, designed to deepen its partnerships with 
member communities and ensure robust public engagement as the agency’s programs and services continue to 
grow. The forum builds on the foundation created by a 15-member Community Advisory Committee that played a 
valuable role in early community outreach. The new Community Feedback Forum will have no limit on participation, 
with the goal of tapping into more local expertise from nonprofits, community leaders and customers who share the 
agency’s goals of environmental stewardship, affordability, and equity. It will also facilitate regular engagement with 
dozens of community-based organizations and grantees, include multilingual discussions, and involve significantly 
more public participation and creative facilitation.  
 
PCE, SVCE Jointly Launch Demand Flexibility Initiatives 
Peninsula Clean Energy and Silicon Valley Clean Energy are jointly launching cutting-edge demand flexibility 
efforts, highlighted by a Distributed Energy Resource Management System (DERMS) to support a range of innovative 
programs. This powerful software platform will serve as the foundation for expanding clean and smart energy 
offerings, enabling participating customers to easily, automatically, and comfortably shift their daily electricity use. 
The agencies have partnered with Lunar Energy to deploy its Gridshare DERMS platform, which will connect, control, 
and optimize devices at customer sites—helping customers unlock greater value from their energy resources while 
creating new opportunities for both CCAs.

PIONEER COMMUNITY ENERGY
Pioneer Community Energy is a locally owned, not-for-profit electricity provider serving unincorporated Placer and El 
Dorado counties and the incorporated areas of Auburn, Colfax, Grass Valley, Lincoln, Loomis, Nevada City, Placerville, 
and Rocklin. Pioneer serves a population of nearly 1 million with nearly 175,000 residential and commercial meters and 
powers the communities it serves with competitive rates, exceptional local service, and a choice in energy options.  
 
New Year, New Ways to Save 
Pioneer Community Energy has officially launched its all-new Incentive Finder, an online tool created to assist customers 
in finding rebates, tax credits, discounts, and financing alternatives—all with the goal of saving them money. With a 
focus on customer education and energy efficiency in 2026, Pioneer is proud to offer many programs and resources 
to help customers take charge of their energy management and make informed decisions. For more information about 
Pioneer programs, visit https://pioneercommunityenergy.org/residential-programs/. 
 
Local Choice Means Local Reinvestment 
Pioneer Community Energy in partnership with Calpine Community Energy awarded three local nonprofits $60,000 in 
grants from their Community Benefits Grant Program. Recipients included Silver Wishes in Lincoln, KVMR radio station in 
Nevada City, and Feeding the Foothills, which serves Placer, El Dorado, and Nevada counties. 
 
Feeding the Foothills 
Pioneer presented a check for $25,000 to Feeding the Foothills during Pioneer’s regular staff volunteer day at the food 
bank. Representatives from Feeding the Foothills—the local branch of Feeding America providing service across Pioneer 
service territory—said they can provide six meals with just one dollar when explaining what this $25,000 meant to 
their nonprofit organization and the families they serve. 

https://www.peninsulacleanenergy.com/news-releases/pce-announces-0-rate-increase/
https://www.peninsulacleanenergy.com/news-releases/peninsula-clean-energy-launching-new-community-feedback-forum/
https://www.peninsulacleanenergy.com/news-releases/peninsula-clean-energy-silicon-valley-clean-energy-jointly-launch-demand-flexibility-initiatives/
https://www.peninsulacleanenergy.com/news-releases/peninsula-clean-energy-silicon-valley-clean-energy-jointly-launch-demand-flexibility-initiatives/
https://pioneercommunityenergy.org/residential-programs/
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Pioneer Certified as a Great Place To Work 
Pioneer Community Energy received the highly coveted Great 
Place To Work® certification in December of 2025, a direct reflection of 
Pioneer’s dedication to taking care of the people it serves, beginning first 
and foremost with its employees. The prestigious award is based entirely on what current employees report about 
their experience working at Pioneer. For 2025, 88% of employees said it’s a great place to work —31 percentage points 
higher than the average U.S. company. 
 
Among the findings, employee survey results show that: 

•	 100% of employees surveyed say management is honest and ethical in its business practices. 
•	 100% of employees surveyed say management hires people who fit in well at Pioneer. 
•	 100% of employees surveyed say they are given the resources and equipment needed to do their job. 
•	 100% of employees surveyed say they can take time off work when necessary. 
•	 100% of employees surveyed say they are proud to tell others they work at Pioneer. 

Pioneer Community Energy Board Chair Alice Dowdin Calvillo, Calpine Community 
Energy Director of CCA Client Services Matthew Messina, and Pioneer staff 
present a check to Regional Philanthropy Manager Laurie Rinker and Grant Manager 
Debra Miguel from Feeding the Foothills.

Pioneer Community Energy staff attend Gilmore 
Senior Center Christmas Luncheon in El Dorado 
Hills to provide resources and answer questions. 
Giveaway items include LED light bulbs from 
Pioneer’s discounted LED program, outlet 
gaskets, energy-efficient power strips, air 
filter whistles, and more. 

REDWOOD COAST ENERGY AUTHORITY
Launched in 2017, Redwood Coast Energy Authority’s CCA serves over 63,000 customers in Humboldt County with 
renewable and locally controlled electricity. RCEA offers “REpower+”, a 100% renewable and carbon-free energy service 
option. For more information about RCEA’s services, visit redwoodenergy.org or sign up for the quarterly eNewsletter. 

EV Charging Program for Income-Qualified Customers 
RCEA is partnering with GRID Alternatives to launch a new pilot program that makes public electric vehicle charging 
more affordable for income-qualified customers in Humboldt County. Through this limited-time pilot, eligible 

http://redwoodenergy.org
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RCEA Senior Infrastructure Programs Manager Juliette Bohn and Energy Technician 
Jamie Rennie with the mobile solar “Power Trailers.” 
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REDWOOD COAST ENERGY AUTHORITY (cont.)
residential RCEA customers can receive a 40% discount on charging at RCEA-owned REVNet public charging stations for 
up to six months. The discount is designed to offer savings comparable to CARE or FERA home charging benefits for 
public EV charging. The program is open to about 50 residential RCEA customers with accounts in good standing who 
are enrolled in CARE, FERA, or another qualifying public assistance program and who own an EV.

Strengthening Emergency Response with Mobile Solar Power 
In 2024, RCEA received Regional Resilience Grant Program funding to install solar-plus-battery systems at 16 of 
Humboldt County’s most remote fire stations and one tribal emergency communications tower. The project enhances 
energy resilience by providing critical facilities with backup power during outages and disasters. Six sites opted for 
mobile solar “Power Trailers,” which include a 30 kWh battery, telescoping light tower, and outlets to power radios, 
tools, and other equipment. These mobile systems are ideal for remote emergency response, including wildfires, 
floods, and rockslides.

Renewable Energy Goal Achieved  
RCEA achieved its goal of providing 100% of electricity from a blend of renewable sources and carbon-free sources on 
schedule in 2025, reflecting our commitment to a clean energy future for Humboldt County. 

New Supporting Our Community Program Launched 
RCEA is proud to announce the launch of our new Supporting Our Community Program, designed to provide 
financial sponsorships, in-kind support, and staff expertise to nonprofit organizations and community-based efforts 
throughout Humboldt County. The new program is intended to support mission-aligned initiatives that improve the 
lives of Humboldt County residents, advance clean energy solutions, and promote local resilience while providing the 
opportunity for RCEA to share information about programs and services. Eligible requests may include sponsorships 
for events, speaking engagements, and RCEA representation in community planning or decision-making spaces. 
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SAN DIEGO COMMUNITY POWER
San Diego Community Power (SDCP) is the electricity provider for the cities of San Diego, Chula Vista, Encinitas, 
Imperial Beach, La Mesa, and National City, as well as the unincorporated communities of San Diego County. Formed 
in 2019, SDCP is now serving nearly 1 million customers and is the second-largest CCA in California.

City of Coronado Takes First Step to Join SDCP
The Coronado City Council voted unanimously to become 
the newest member of SDCP, beginning the multiyear 
process to offer residents a choice in where their electricity 
comes from, with the potential of lower electricity 
generation rates and access to SDCP rebates and incentives. 
Coronado could begin receiving service from SDCP in 2028.

Customers Can Now Save Up to 10% on Electricity 
Generation Through SDCP
SDCP’s board of directors recently approved electricity generation rates that created the largest discount compared 
to San Diego Gas & Electric in the public agency’s five years of serving customers. SDCP’s standard PowerOn service 
now provides a 4% rate discount compared to SDG&E, and their lowest-cost service plan, PowerBase, provides a 10% 
discount compared to SDG&E.

Budget Award from Government Finance Officers Association
In recognition of SDCP’s commitment to fiscal responsibility and transparency, the public agency received the 
Distinguished Budget Presentation Award from the Government Finance Officers Association. SDCP’s fiscal year 2026 
budget book was recognized for its clarity, accessibility, and comprehensiveness. 

Middle River Power and SDCP Celebrate Battery Project 
Middle River Power and SDCP recently celebrated the completion 
of the Border Hybrid Energy Center, a new battery energy 
storage facility that provides 52 MWh of battery storage and 
can power an estimated 10,000 homes with stored energy. 
Developed, owned, and operated by Middle River Power with 
SDCP as the sole off-taker, this project reduces reliance on 
the co‑located natural gas plant during peak demand, adding 
flexibility and resilience to the local energy system.

(Left-right): San Diego City Councilmember and SDCP 
board member Sean Elo-Rivera, SDCP CEO Karin Burns, 
Middle River Power Senior Vice President Graham Baldwin, 
Morgan Stanley’s Jorge Iragorri, and Middle River Power 
Vice President of Development Dan Harmon celebrate the 
energization of the Border Hybrid Energy Center. 

Coronado takes the first step to join SDCP. 

SDCP staff Kate Reigel, Aoife Maxwell, and Alyson Smith connect 
with customers.
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San José Clean Energy (SJCE) serves the largest city in the Bay Area and one of the nation’s most diverse. SJCE launched 
service in 2019 to most residents and businesses and is the largest single-jurisdiction CCA, operated by the City of 
San José Energy Department. SJCE’s total annual load is approximately 4 TWh and peak demand is approximately 
1 GW. SJCE offers two clean energy options: GreenSource is SJCE’s standard service with 62% renewable energy, 
and TotalGreen is SJCE’s premium service for 100% renewable energy. SJCE also offers SJ Cares, which gives low-
income customers an additional 10% discount on SJCE’s rates. Learn more at SanJoseCleanEnergy.org. 
 
SJCE Issues $25M in Bill Credits and Lowers Rates 18% in 2026 
In January 2026, $25 million was returned to SJCE customers as automatic 
bill credits after lower-than-expected energy costs in 2025. All residential 
customers received a $40 credit, while business customers saved 
between $130 and $3,760, depending on customer class. SJCE customers 
also received an 18% rate reduction beginning in March to counter 
PG&E’s 470% spike in Power Cost Indifference Adjustment fees. These 
reduced rates will save the average San José residential customer about 
$11 per month. In total, SJCE customers are projected to save about 
$5 million thanks to the 2026 bill credit and reduced rates.

SJCE Makes EVs More Affordable with Instant Rebates 
SJCE is helping residents drive electric and save money with its EV Instant 
Rebates Program. Income-qualified San José households can get $4,000 
off the purchase or lease of a new electric vehicle (or $2,000 for used) at 
participating Bay Area dealerships. The program aims to make clean 
transportation more accessible while advancing the City of San José’s Climate 
Smart goals to reduce carbon emissions via transportation, which accounts 
for half of San José’s carbon emissions. Over $200,000 in program funds 
(amounting to 100 EV sales) were redeemed by the end of 2025. SJCE will 
seek approval from the City Council this spring to offer the program through 
fiscal year 2026-2027.  

Peak Rewards Expands to Smart Homes 
San José Clean Energy’s Peak Rewards program expanded to 
include incentives for eligible Wi-Fi-connected devices, such as smart 
thermostats and EV chargers. These devices automatically make minor 
adjustments, such as precooling a house or pausing EV charging during 
peak demand times, helping customers save money on their electric 
bills by reducing energy use and providing quarterly bonuses 
for participation. This expansion makes it easier than ever to save money, 
support local grid reliability, and contribute to San José’s clean energy 
future. SJCE is working toward building a 25 MW demand-side resource by 2028.  

EcoHome Rebate Program Celebrates 1,000 Heat Pump Rebates 
SJCE’s EcoHome Rebate program celebrated a milestone of funding 1,000 heat-pump water heaters (HPWH) and 
heat-pump HVAC systems at the end of 2025. Applications for the program exceeded expectations, and program 
goals were achieved significantly sooner than anticipated. The program provides $2,000 off the installation 
of an HPWH ($3,000 for lower-income residents) and offers up to $5,000 in interest-free loans through 

SAN JOSÉ CLEAN ENERGY

San José Clean Energy graphic to advertise 
its rate reduction. 

Over half of San José residents qualify for 
SJCE’s new EV Instant Rebates program.

http://SanJoseCleanEnergy.org
https://sanjosecleanenergy.org/ev-rebates/
https://sanjosecleanenergy.org/ev-rebates/
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the EcoHome Payment Plan. SJCE’s new Go Electric Advisor Service also connects customers with electrification experts 
and helps them choose a contractor.  

San José Receives ‘A’ Rating in CDP Cities A List 
CDP (formerly known as Carbon Disclosure Project) has given San José an “A” rating for demonstrating leadership 
in environmental transparency and action in 2025. This follows another year of making progress across numerous 
climate categories, including expanding clean energy, electrifying buildings and transportation, planning for climate 
risks, and engaging in transparent climate communication. This is the highest score a city can receive, achieved by 
only 120 other cities worldwide in 2025. The rating comes after the City of San José was rated the No. 1 Greenest City 
in the Nation by Wallethub in late 2025.  

SJCE Saves Additional $69.8M with Prepay Green Bonds 
SJCE has secured additional prepay green bonds to finance long-term energy supplies that will save an estimated 
$69.8 million over the initial 10-year term—approximately $7 million annually. These 30-year Clean Energy 
Project Revenue Bonds will amount to $1.25 billion and are in addition to those previously secured by SJCE 
in 2024, which provide approximately $70.4 million in savings over its initial eight-year term ending in 2032.  

SILICON VALLEY CLEAN ENERGY
Launched in April 2017, Silicon Valley Clean Energy (SVCE) serves 280,000 residential and business customers in 
Campbell, Cupertino, Gilroy, Los Altos, Los Altos Hills, Los Gatos, Milpitas, Monte Sereno, Morgan Hill, Mountain View, 
Saratoga, Sunnyvale, and unincorporated Santa Clara County. SVCE is advancing innovative solutions to fight climate 
change by decarbonizing the grid, transportation, and buildings. As a public agency, net revenues are returned to the 
community to keep rates competitive and offer customer programs that reduce the use of fossil fuels. Learn more 
at svcleanenergy.org. 

Hassle-Free Home Electrification Program Launch 
SVCE now offers the Full-Service Home Upgrades program to make it easier 
for single-family residents to complete whole-home electrification upgrades 
with fixed pricing and the support of trusted partner contractors. From no-
cost energy assessments to professional installation and rebate application 
assistance, this comprehensive service ensures homeowners are supported 
every step of the way. Plus, qualified residents may be eligible for no-cost 
upgrades. Learn more at svcleanenergy.org/full-service.  

Fourth Prepay Deal—Bonds Valued at $845 Million 
Through the California Community Choice Financing Authority, SVCE closed 
its fourth prepayment transaction for clean energy project bonds. The deal 
results in approximately $4.5 million in savings annually, a 10.8% discount 
on the cost of power representing about 44 MW of around-the-clock 
supply. These savings are a benefit passed on to customers through rate 
stability and support maintaining a rate discount. The Clean Energy Project 
Bonds support the agency’s commitment to maintaining a strong financial 
position. Maintaining responsible and strong financials allows SVCE to meet 
its mission of providing clean, cost-competitive electricity, and innovative 
customer programs that reduce local emissions. 

Full Service Home Upgrade program 
promotion graphic.

https://svcleanenergy.org/dcfastchargers/
https://svcleanenergy.org/full-service/
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SONOMA CLEAN POWER
Sonoma Clean Power provides cleaner electricity and energy-related climate solutions to Sonoma and Mendocino 
counties. In downtown Santa Rosa, SCP operates the Customer Center, offering a holistic customer experience that 
includes providing individualized assistance to help customers lower their bills, tips to reduce energy use at no cost, 
and programs that incentivize reduced energy consumption during times of high stress on the electric grid.  
 
Strong Customer Participation through GridSavvy Rewards 
Sonoma Clean Power’s GridSavvy Rewards program continued to expand with more than 14,000 enrolled customers. 
Despite mild seasonal temperatures, the program achieved a single-event load reduction of 4.8 MW and distributed 
more than $170,000 in customer rewards, with 92% of participants earning incentives. Approximately 24% of Alerts 
participants qualified for CARE/FERA income-based discount programs, highlighting strong engagement from 
priority communities. In addition, more than 700 customers donated their earned rewards, enrollment incentives, 
or equipment rebates to five local nonprofits, generating over $23,000 in combined contributions to organizations 
across Sonoma and Mendocino counties.  

SILICON VALLEY CLEAN ENERGY (cont.)

SVCE Board Chair and Sunnyvale Mayor Larry Klein and Vice 
Chair and Los Altos Mayor Sally Meadows at the January 2026 
board of directors meeting in Sunnyvale, California.

Board Leadership Elected for 2026 
The SVCE board of directors elected Sunnyvale Mayor Larry Klein as chair and Los Altos Mayor Sally Meadows as vice 
chair for one-year terms. Thirteen elected officials are appointed to serve on the SVCE board and are committed 
to bringing clean, affordable, and reliable energy to Silicon Valley communities. Chair Klein’s experience leading 
the largest city in the SVCE service area offers an opportunity to continue leveraging Silicon Valley’s innovation and 
technology sector to find local solutions to decarbonization. Vice Chair Meadows has championed environmental 
policies in the City of Los Altos, which has goals that are aligned with the mission of SVCE to reduce local emissions. 
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VALLEY CLEAN ENERGY
Valley Clean Energy Alliance—or VCE—is the local, not-for-profit electricity provider for residential and commercial 
customers in Woodland, Winters, Davis, and unincorporated Yolo County. We’ve been serving a customer base of over 
60,000 since 2018. 

Valley Clean Energy Continues Discounts 
Valley Clean Energy’s board of directors voted to keep rates lower for its customers, even amid rising power costs. 
VCE’s discounts of 10% for low-income or medically vulnerable (CARE/FERA/Medical Baseline) customers, and 5% for 
all other customers, will remain through 2026. Discounts are calculated on the generation portion of the bill, inclusive 
of the Power Charge Indifference Adjustment. VCE estimates that by the end of the year, it will have saved customers 
$12 million, an impressive sum for a small agency. 

Coordinated Home Automation via Real-Time Grid Economics Study (CHARGE) Pilot  
Valley Clean Energy is beginning recruitment for its CHARGE pilot. Working with UC Davis’s California Lighting 
Technology Center (CLTC) and Panasonic, VCE is launching an innovative new pilot designed to shift residential 
load. The pilot is slated to test smart home technology, demand flexibility, and residential control strategies under 
normal day-to-day home schedules and activities, and builds on a successful pilot initiated by CLTC, Panasonic, and 
the Sacramento Municipal Utility District (SMUD). Customers will be given several options for installation of smart 
home appliances (e.g., battery storage, heat-pump water heaters) and will be placed on a dynamic rate. The pilot 
team is exploring whether to place customers on the active Hourly Flex Pricing dynamic rate, or to offer customers a 
more tailored dynamic rate solution. 

VCE’s Board Approves Innovative Long-Duration Storage 
VCE’s board voted to join several other CCAs as an off-taker in a long-duration storage contract through California 
Community Power. The project, Willow Rock Long Duration Storage, received state approval in December 2025, and 
could break ground this year. The project would store 500 MW that could be exported to the grid for up to eight 
hours, which is more than any lithium-ion battery offers (VCE’s share of the contract is a small amount, consistent 
with its size and need). This eight-hour battery storage could be crucial for California’s grid, which is heavy on solar 
without sufficient battery capacity to back it up.  

VCE’s board approves the CHARGE Pilot, with representatives from Panasonic and 
UC Davis present in Woodland, California, in October.



CALCCA MEMBERS
•	 Apple Valley Choice Energy
•	 Ava Community Energy
•	 Central Coast Community Energy
•	 Clean Energy Alliance
•	 Clean Power Alliance
•	 CleanPowerSF
•	 Desert Community Energy
•	 Energy for Palmdale’s Independent Choice
•	 Lancaster Energy
•	 MCE
•	 Orange County Power Authority
•	 Peninsula Clean Energy

•	 Pico Rivera Innovative Municipal Energy
•	 Pioneer Community Energy
•	 Pomona Choice Energy
•	 Rancho Mirage Energy Authority
•	 Redwood Coast Energy Authority
•	 San Diego Community Power
•	 San Jacinto Power
•	 San José Clean Energy
•	 Santa Barbara Clean Energy
•	 Silicon Valley Clean Energy
•	 Sonoma Clean Power
•	 Valley Clean Energy

AFFILIATE MEMBERS
•	 City of Corona
•	 City of South Lake Tahoe

•	 Kings River Conservation District

California Community Choice Association
1121 L Street | Suite 400 | Sacramento, CA 95814

info@cal-cca.org | cal-cca.org

https://avchoiceenergy.com/
https://avaenergy.org/
https://bproud.baldwinpark.com/
https://3cenergy.org/
https://thecleanenergyalliance.org/
https://cleanpoweralliance.org/
https://www.cleanpowersf.org/
https://desertcommunityenergy.org/
https://palmdaleepicenergy.com/
https://lancasterenergy.com/
https://www.mcecleanenergy.org/
https://www.ocpower.org/
https://www.peninsulacleanenergy.com/
https://www.poweredbyprime.org/
http://pioneercommunityenergy.ca.gov/
https://pomonachoiceenergy.org/
https://ranchomirageenergy.org/
https://redwoodenergy.org/
https://sdcommunitypower.org/
http://www.sanjacintopower.com/
https://sanjosecleanenergy.org/
https://www.sbcleanenergy.com/
https://svcleanenergy.org/
https://sonomacleanpower.org/
https://valleycleanenergy.org/
https://www.coronaca.gov/
https://www.cityofslt.gov/
http://krcd.org/

