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1. Please provide your organization's comments on the Draft Study Plan Reliability
Assessment
Please see CalCCA comments in Section 7.

2. Please provide your organization's comments on the Draft Study Plan Policy Assessment
Please see CalCCA comments in Section 7.

3. Please provide your organization's comments on the Draft Study Plan Economic
Assessment
Please see CalCCA comments in Section 7.

4. Please provide your organization's comments on the Draft Study Plan Frequency Response
Assessment
Please see CalCCA comments in Section 7.

5. Please provide your organization's Economic Study Requests
Please see CalCCA comments in Section 7.

6. Please provide your organization's Maximum Import Capability (MIC) expansion requests.
Any confidential details should not be included in this comment template and should
instead be emailed to regionaltransmission@caiso.com
Please see CalCCA comments in Section 7.

7. Please provide any additional comments on the Draft Study Plan and February 24th, 2026
Stakeholder Meeting
The California Community Choice Association (CalCCA) appreciates the opportunity to comment on the
California Independent System Operator’s (CAISO) 2026-2027 Transmission Planning Process (TPP) Draft
Study Plan. The comments herein focus on the ability of load-serving entities (LSE) to obtain deliverability for in-
state and out-of-state resources through the TPP, MIC, and deliverability reservation processes. CalCCA
recommends that the CAISO:

Enhance its decision-making processes for the TPP to account for uncertainty and ensure a competitive
market;
Expeditiously initiate a stakeholder process within the Resource Adequacy Modeling and Program Design
initiative to review the MIC expansion request process and other elements of the MIC process to identify
enhancements necessary to support the development of out-of-state resources;
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Document within the study plan the process for releasing reserved deliverability considering the Local
Regulatory Authority (LRA) planning assumptions and actual investments in new capacity and development
milestones of contracted resources; and
Report annually on how much and when deliverability reserved for long-lead time (LLT) resources is
released going forward for transparency.

TPP Decision Making Under Uncertainty

The CAISO, in coordination with the California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC), should reform its
transmission planning tools and decision-making process to be more robust under uncertain scenarios. The
ability for new capacity to interconnect to the transmission system is a key constraint on decarbonization efforts
and on a competitive market for capacity. System planning is becoming increasingly challenged by uncertain
assumptions, given the emergence of new large loads like data centers, changes in federal policy, and new
technology innovation. The 2026-2027 TPP should focus on specifically identifying risks and uncertainty bounds
for a robust optimization[1] to inform transmission planning decision-making and increasing the burden of proof
on model assumptions that defer in-state transmission investments. Doing so will establish an expectation that
the Transmission Plan is both cost-effective and low risk.

Research sponsored by Sonoma Clean Power and Peninsula Clean Energy has demonstrated the application of
robust optimization.[2] Results show that more proactive approval of transmission capacity, particularly lines that
enable a diverse set of resources that satisfy grid needs under a range of scenarios, are the primary opportunity
to improve robustness of California’s grid planning. The CAISO should therefore reform transmission planning
tools and decision-making processes to account for uncertainty using robust optimization methods that result in
a portfolio that is successful across a range of scenarios.

MIC Expansion Requests

CalCCA appreciates the CAISO conducting the MIC expansion process to facilitate the contracting of imports
necessary to support long-term policy needs. However, for the reasons described in CalCCA’s December 5,
2025, comments, the MIC expansion process, and other elements of the MIC process, may be insufficient to
provide the certainty necessary for long-term procurement activities to support the number of imports projected
in the CPUC portfolios.[3]

The process for expanding MIC through upgrades should account for both the local regulatory authorities’ (LRA)
planning assumptions and actual investments and development milestones of contracted out-of-state resources.
Consistent with the Joint Parties’ catalog request, CalCCA encourages the CAISO to expeditiously initiate a
stakeholder process within the Resource Adequacy Modeling and Program Design initiative to review the MIC
expansion request process and other elements of the MIC process to identify enhancements necessary to
support the development of out-of-state (OOS) resources.[4]

Deliverability Reservations

Like in past TPPs, the CPUC has identified quantities of LLT resources for which the CAISO is to reserve
deliverability: OOS wind, in-state geothermal, offshore wind and location-constrained Long Duration Energy
Storage (LDES).[5] CalCCA agrees that a reservation process is necessary to allocate deliverability to LLT
resources that have longer project development cycles, and which may not be compatible with the updated TPD
allocation process established in the Interconnection Process Enhancements initiative. Reservations of
deliverability for LLT resources, however, limit the amount of deliverability available to allocate to other resources
that may be commercially viable and contracted to meet policy and reliability objectives. Because the CPUC’s
portfolios are developed using assumptions about technology availability and cost, to the extent these
assumptions change, procured resources may differ from the portfolios.

The CAISO should therefore document within the study plan the process for releasing reserved deliverability
considering the LRAs’ planning assumptions and actual investments in new capacity and development
milestones of contracted resources. The CAISO should also report on how much and when reserved TPD is
released going forward for transparency. This process should take place annually within the TPP, beginning with
the 2026-2027 TPP Draft Study Plan, to ensure reservations continue to reflect actual resource procurement and
development.

 



[1]            Robust optimization finds a solution that is successful across a range of scenarios, with a focus on
minimizing tail risk.

[2]            Joint Comments of Sonoma Clean Power Authority and Peninsula Clean Energy Authority on the
Order Instituting Rulemaking, R.25-06-019 (Aug. 1, 2025), at 3-7 and Appendix
A: https://docs.cpuc.ca.gov/PublishedDocs/Efile/G000/M574/K980/574980356.PDF.

[3]            See CalCCA, Comments on Policy & Economic Preliminary Assessment Study Updates, 2025-2026
TPP (Dec. 5, 2025):  https://stakeholdercenter.caiso.com/Comments/AllComments/8dedac49-35a3-4164-96aa-
f620710b1a18#org-78bbd38a-c496-43a8-9140-b07f4ff11739.

[4]            The Joint Parties Catalog Request (March 2,
2026): https://stakeholdercenter.caiso.com/Comments/AllComments/04c6df24-b13b-4e59-b83b-
7dd99085b4ef#org-85e61823-658d-40e8-9bfe-16753fbfe6cb.

[5]            Decision Requiring 2029-2032 Electric Resource Procurement and Transmitting Portfolios for 2026-
2027 Transmission Planning Process, R.25-06-019 (Feb. 26, 2026) at
72: https://docs.cpuc.ca.gov/PublishedDocs/Published/G000/M600/K398/600398976.PDF.
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