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SUMMARY OF RECOMMENDATIONS'

CalCCA recommends that SCE revise the section of the Workshop Report that describes
CalCCA’s presentation to more accurately reflect CalCCA’s and MCE’s positions on:

o The definition of ‘aggregator;” and

J The OpenADR communications protocol.

Acronyms used herein are defined in the body of this document.

il



BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

Order Instituting Rulemaking to Modernize
the Electric Grid for a High Distributed R.21-06-017
Energy Resource Future.

CALIFORNIA COMMUNITY CHOICE ASSOCIATION’S COMMENTS IN
RESPONSE TO THE ASSIGNED COMMISSIONER’S AND ADMINISTRATIVE
LAW JUDGES’ RULING PROVIDING ALL-PARTY WORKSHOP
INFORMATION AND SCHEDULE MODIFICATION

California Community Choice Association? (CalCCA) submits these comments on the
Track 3 All-Party Workshop Report (Workshop Report), filed by Southern California Edison
Company (SCE) on March 20, 2026.* These comments are filed in response to the Assigned
Commissioner’s and Administrative Law Judges’ Ruling Providing All-Party Workshop

Information and Schedule Modification* (Feb. Ruling), dated February 6, 2026.

I INTRODUCTION

The February 20, 2026, All-Party Workshop (Workshop) provided an important

opportunity for parties to present topics related to distributed energy resource (DER)-enabled,

2 California Community Choice Association represents the interests of 24 community choice

electricity providers in California: Apple Valley Choice Energy, Ava Community Energy, Central Coast
Community Energy, Clean Energy Alliance, Clean Power Alliance of Southern California, CleanPowerSF,
Desert Community Energy, Energy For Palmdale’s Independent Choice, Lancaster Energy, Marin Clean
Energy, Orange County Power Authority, Peninsula Clean Energy, Pico Rivera Innovative Municipal
Energy, Pioneer Community Energy, Pomona Choice Energy, Rancho Mirage Energy Authority, Redwood
Coast Energy Authority, San Diego Community Power, San Jacinto Power, San José Clean Energy, Santa
Barbara Clean Energy, Silicon Valley Clean Energy, Sonoma Clean Power, and Valley Clean Energy.

3 See Track 3 All-Party Workshop Report, Rulemaking (R.) 21-06-017 (Mar. 20, 2026),
https://docs.cpuc.ca.gov/PublishedDocs/Efile/G000/M602/K998/602998929.PDF.

4 Assigned Commissioner’s and Administrative Law Judges’ Ruling Providing All-Party Workshop
Information and Schedule Modification, R.21-06-017 (Feb. 6, 2026),
https://docs.cpuc.ca.gov/PublishedDocs/Efile/G000/M598/K101/598101710.PDF.
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near-term, flexible connections. CalCCA, along with Marin Clean Energy (MCE), presented at
the Workshop, and appreciates the opportunity to now comment on the Workshop Report. The
Workshop Report captures many of the points made by CalCCA and MCE during the Workshop.
As set forth below, however, CalCCA recommends the Workshop Report be revised to better
reflect CalCCA’s and MCE’s positions on:

o The definition of ‘aggregator;’ and

o The OpenADR communication protocol.

A. The Workshop Report Should Be Revised to More Accurately Reflect
CalCCA’s Recommendation on the Definition of ‘Aggregator’

The Workshop Report should be revised to more accurately incorporate CalCCA’s
discussion at the Workshop regarding the definition of an ‘aggregator.” CalCCA’s presentation
included a recommendation that the term ‘aggregator’ not be limited to Institute of Electrical and
Electronics Engineers (IEEE) 2030.5 cloud service providers, which can limit participation by
grid-edge DER Management System (DERMS) providers using OpenADR or other
communication protocols. CalCCA highlighted that many aggregators use other communications
protocols to control on-site inverters and controllable devices and that IEEE 2030.5 is designed
for inverter-based device control. Restricting the definition of ‘aggregator’ to an IEEE 2030.5
cloud service provider may limit the number of aggregators and non-inverter-based resources
that can provide flexibility services. Further, CalCCA noted that Rule 21 does not preclude the
use of other communication protocols. The Workshop Report omits CalCCA’s recommendation
on the definition of ‘aggregator’ and should therefore be revised to incorporate CalCCA’s

discussion of this topic at the Workshop.



B. The Workshop Report Should Be Modified to More Accurately Reflect
CalCCA’s and MCE'’s Positions on the OpenADR Communications Protocol

The Workshop Report should also be modified to reflect CalCCA’s and MCE’s positions
on the OpenADR Communications Protocol. MCE discussed the merits of the OpenADR
communications protocol during its Workshop presentation, including its suitability for receiving
and relaying demand response (DR) commands and/or price signals from utility-owned DERMS
platforms. MCE noted that many investor-owned utilities in California currently use OpenADR
to support their DR programs, and that OpenADR can control both inverter-based and non-
inverter-based devices, whereas IEEE 2030.5 is designed to control inverter settings. Finally,
MCE highlighted the cost advantages of OpenADR, which supports the scalability of load
flexibility programs. The Workshop Report should therefore be modified to more accurately
reflect CalCCA’s and MCE’s positions on OpenADR.

II. CONCLUSION

For all of the foregoing reasons, CalCCA respectfully requests consideration of the
comments herein and looks forward to an ongoing dialogue with the Commission and
stakeholders.

Respectfully submitted,

Hpndlic

Leanne Bober,
Director of Regulatory Affairs and Deputy
General Counsel

CALIFORNIA COMMUNITY CHOICE
ASSOCIATION

April 3, 2026
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