
 

Submit comment on Policy & Economic Preliminary 
Assessment and Study Updates 
2025-2026 Transmission planning process 

1. Please provide your organization’s comments on the Recommended Reliability Projects 
less than $50 million 
The California Community Choice Association (CalCCA) appreciates the opportunity to comment on 
the California Independent System Operator’s (CAISO) 2025-2026 Transmission Planning Process 
(TPP) study updates and preliminary policy and economic assessments. CalCCA does not have any 
comments on the recommended reliability projects less than $50 million at this time.   

2. Please provide your organization’s comments on the MIC Expansion Requests 
CalCCA appreciates the CAISO conducting the maximum import capability (MIC) expansion process 
to facilitate the contracting of imports necessary to support long-term policy needs. However, the 
MIC expansion process, and other elements of the MIC process,1 may be insufficient to provide load 
serving entities (LSE) and developers the certainty necessary to move forward with long-term 
procurement activities that support the amount of imports projected in the California Public Utilities 
Commission (CPUC) portfolios.  
 
While the ability for the CAISO to expand MIC is currently very dependent on the CPUC portfolios, 
actual investments in out-of-state resources and their development milestones should also inform 
upgrades needed to expand MIC. The primary challenge with the MIC expansion process is that, 
when the CAISO’s study of valid MIC expansion requests identifies limitations that prevent the 
expansion of MIC, deliverability upgrades to support the MIC expansion will not be triggered. This is 
true even when a MIC request demonstrates resource adequacy (RA) contracts or power purchase 
agreements (PPA) to support the request.2 CalCCA understands that the transmission upgrades are 
driven by the CPUC’s portfolios, but the portfolios are developed based on assumptions about 
resource availability and cost that may evolve over time. The result may be that actual capacity 
procured differs from what was planned in prior portfolios. This capacity will likely be incorporated 
into future portfolios as LSEs include the capacity in their individual IRPs that feed into the CPUC 

 
1   These comments focus on improvements to the MIC expansion process. CalCCA looks forward 
to working with the CAISO on other improvements to the overall MIC process in a future stakeholder 
initiative.  
2  For example, Sunzia’s request includes 1,898.1 MW at PV West. The CAISO has indicated that 
this quantity exceeds the amount included in the 2025-2026 CPUC base portfolio. However, the 2026-
2027 proposed limited-wind sensitivity includes existing transmission rights on Sunzia, plus an additional 
2 GW (See CPUC, 26-27 Transmission Planning Process RESOLVE Modeling Results (Sept. 30, 2025) 
at slide 66: https://www.cpuc.ca.gov/-/media/cpuc-website/divisions/energy-
division/documents/integrated-resource-plan-and-long-term-procurement-plan-irp-ltpp/2024-2026-irp-
cycle-events-and-materials/assumptions-for-the-2026-2027-tpp/ruling_26-27-tpp-
results_updated_20251013.pdf). MIC requests supported by RA contracts and/or PPAs and the likelihood 
of capacity that is already contracted for showing up in future portfolios should provide strong indicators of 
the need for upgrades to expand MIC.  

https://www.cpuc.ca.gov/-/media/cpuc-website/divisions/energy-division/documents/integrated-resource-plan-and-long-term-procurement-plan-irp-ltpp/2024-2026-irp-cycle-events-and-materials/assumptions-for-the-2026-2027-tpp/ruling_26-27-tpp-results_updated_20251013.pdf
https://www.cpuc.ca.gov/-/media/cpuc-website/divisions/energy-division/documents/integrated-resource-plan-and-long-term-procurement-plan-irp-ltpp/2024-2026-irp-cycle-events-and-materials/assumptions-for-the-2026-2027-tpp/ruling_26-27-tpp-results_updated_20251013.pdf
https://www.cpuc.ca.gov/-/media/cpuc-website/divisions/energy-division/documents/integrated-resource-plan-and-long-term-procurement-plan-irp-ltpp/2024-2026-irp-cycle-events-and-materials/assumptions-for-the-2026-2027-tpp/ruling_26-27-tpp-results_updated_20251013.pdf
https://www.cpuc.ca.gov/-/media/cpuc-website/divisions/energy-division/documents/integrated-resource-plan-and-long-term-procurement-plan-irp-ltpp/2024-2026-irp-cycle-events-and-materials/assumptions-for-the-2026-2027-tpp/ruling_26-27-tpp-results_updated_20251013.pdf


portfolios. Contracted for projects are therefore likely more indicative of the need for upgrades than 
the portfolios themselves, and should inform MIC expansions and upgrades needed to support them.  
 
When California LSEs demonstrate investments in out-of-state resources, it is prudent for the CAISO 
to study the upgrades necessary to make those projects deliverable so that capacity is not stranded. 
The process for expanding MIC through upgrades should account for both the local regulatory 
authorities’ (LRA) planning assumptions and actual investments and development milestones of 
contracted out-of-state resources.  This is conceptually similar to the way in which transmission 
development is conducted for resources interconnecting to the CAISO grid in which: (1) the TPP has 
the benefit of the CPUC portfolios; and (2) the Generator Interconnection Process reviews resource 
needs, available queued projects, and commercial interest to develop transmission needed for 
deliverability. 

3. Please provide your organization’s comments on the Preliminary Policy Assessment 
Results for the SCE area 
CalCCA has no comments on the preliminary policy assessment results for the SCE area at this 
time.    

4. Please provide your organization’s comments on the Preliminary Policy Assessment 
Results for the GLW area 
CalCCA has no comments on the preliminary policy assessment results for the GLW area at this 
time.     

5. Please provide your organization’s comments on the Preliminary Policy Assessment 
Results for the SDG&E area 
CalCCA has no comments on the preliminary policy assessment results for the SDG&E area at this 
time.     

6. Please provide your organization’s comments on the Preliminary Policy Assessment 
Results for the PG&E area 
CalCCA has no comments on the preliminary policy assessment results for the PG&E area at this 
time.     

7. Please provide your organization’s comments on the Preliminary Economic Analysis 
Results 
CalCCA has no comments on the preliminary economic analysis at this time.   

8. Please provide your organization’s comments on the Testing Results of Congestion 
Revenue Allocation 
CalCCA has no comments on the testing results of congestion revenue allocation.    

9. Please provide any additional comments on the November 19, 2025 Transmission Planning 
Process Stakeholder Meeting 
The CAISO proposes to reserve deliverability for geothermal, offshore wind, out-of-state wind, and 
non-battery long-duration energy storage resources in the quantities and locations included in the 
2035 base portfolios. As CalCCA stated in the Interconnection Process Enhancements initiative, 
CalCCA agrees that a reservation process is necessary to allocate deliverability to long-lead time 
(LLT) resources that have longer project development cycles.3  

 
3  See CalCCA Interconnection Process Enhancements Track 3 Straw Proposal Comments (Dec. 
10, 2024): https://cal-cca.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/12/Comments-on-Interconnection-Process-
Enhancements-Track-3-Straw-Proposal-12-02-04.pdf. (“CalCCA agrees with the CAISO that it will be 
 

https://cal-cca.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/12/Comments-on-Interconnection-Process-Enhancements-Track-3-Straw-Proposal-12-02-04.pdf
https://cal-cca.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/12/Comments-on-Interconnection-Process-Enhancements-Track-3-Straw-Proposal-12-02-04.pdf


 
Reservations of deliverability for LLT resources, however, limit the amount of deliverability available 
to allocate to other resources that may be commercially viable and contracted for to meet policy and 
reliability objectives. As described in section 2 above, the CPUC’s portfolios are developed using 
assumptions about technology availability and cost. To the extent these assumptions change, 
procured resources may differ from the portfolios. The CAISO should ensure that its process for 
releasing reserved TPD considers the LRAs’ planning assumptions and actual investments in new 
capacity and development milestones of contracted resources. This process should take place 
annually within the TPP to ensure reservations continue to reflect actual resource procurement and 
development.  
  

 
necessary to allocate TPD to long-lead time (LLT) resources such as offshore wind, out-of-state wind, 
and geothermal that currently have longer project development cycles that may not be compatible with 
the updated TPD allocation process outlined in Section 2. The CAISO’s straw proposal for allowing 
eligible resources an extension to seek TPD allocations can efficiently and equitably meet this need with 
additional work to define the details around: (1) how much TPD can be reserved for this purpose; and (2) 
when TPD that is reserved for LLT resources would be released after a certain time if it goes unused.”) 


