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1. Please provide your organization’s comments on Section 2: Interconnection Request Intake
Process.

Please provide each topic’s specific section number used in the Straw Proposal to identify the topic you are
commenting on for each of these questions.

CalCCA has no comments on Section 2 at this time.

2. Provide your organization’s comments on Section 3: Changes to Deliverability Allocation
Practices.

The California Community Choice Association (CalCCA) appreciates the opportunity to comment on the
California Independent System Operator’s (CAISO) Interconnection Process Enhancements (IPE) 5.0 Draft Final
Proposal. The ability to interconnect viable projects in a timely and cost-effective manner is critical for ensuring
the state meets its reliability and clean energy objectives. In these comments, CalCCA recommends that the
CAISO refine its proposal to allow operational energy only (EO) projects to seek deliverability so that EO
projects can finance upgrades if there is not existing transmission plan deliverability (TPD) to allocate to them
and the projects have resource adequacy (RA) contracts with LSEs of five or more years.

Section 3.1: Allowing Operational EO Projects to Seek Deliverability

CalCCA greatly appreciates the CAISO including a proposed pathway for operational EO projects to seek TPD.
The primary difference between the CAISO’s proposal and CalCCA’s proposal is that the CAISO’s proposal
would result in these projects being included in the commercial operations group rather than applying and going
through the interconnection intake scoring process with other projects seeking TPD. The result of this difference
is that under the CAISO'’s proposal, EO projects seeking TPD through the commercial operations group would
be allocated TPD only if there is existing deliverability to be allocated. Where there is not existing deliverability to
be allocated, these EO resources would not be able to finance upgrades to increase deliverability, like projects
seeking TPD from the outset can. This may limit the usefulness of the CAISO’s proposal, as there is currently
very limited existing TPD available for allocation without upgrades.

For the reasons described in CalCCA's August 25, 2025, comments in this initiative, including the need for
development of new resources for reliability and clean energy objectives coupled with challenging market
realities, a pathway for EO resources to obtain TPD is crucial to ensure the viability and cost-effectiveness of
new resources to meet capacity needs.[1] Requiring EO projects to have an RA contract with an LSE for five or
more years to use this pathway will ensure it is limited to projects that are commercially viable and intend to
provide reliability benefits to California through the RA program subject to a deliverability allocation. CalCCA
therefore urges the CAISO to consider allowing a limited amount of EO projects to finance upgrades if there is
not existing TPD to allocate to them and the projects have RA contracts with LSEs of five or more years.

In comments filed on October 31, 2025, in the California Public Utilities Commission’s (CPUC) Integrated
Resource Planning proceeding (R.25-06-019), CalCCA has asked the CPUC to explore including EO resources
seeking TPD in its busbar mapping process, including situations when upgrades are needed to address
constraints preventing these resources from obtaining full capacity deliverability status (FCDS).[2] CalCCA sees
an opportunity in which EO to FCDS conversions could play an important role in affordably meeting the state’s
reliability and climate needs. Including EO to FCDS conversions as a resource and/or strong signal of
commercial interest in the CPUC’s busbar mapping process could provide an alternative pathway to addressing
CalCCA’s concern with the limitations of the CAISO’s existing proposal that only allows conversions in areas
with existing TPD. CalCCA encourages the CAISO to consider how IPE 5.0 might align with CPUC processes to



accommodate policy-driven conversions. As an example, it may be prudent to prioritize conversions that align
with policy needs in the TPD allocation or consider a TPD reservation similar to how long-lead time resources
are handled.

[1] CalCCA Comments on IPE 5.0 Straw Proposal (Aug. 25,
2025): https://stakeholdercenter.caiso.com/Comments/AllComments/9b0551da-cdeb-4413-8629-
3801bb56231e#org-aldasf2a-7e9a-4e52-a586-dc0d205462fa.

[2] California Community Choice Association’s Reply Comments on Administrative Law Judge’s Ruling
Seeking Comments on Electricity Portfolios for 2026-2027 Transmission Planning Process and Need for
Additional Reliability Procurement, R.25-06-019 (Oct. 31, 2025).

. Provide your organization’s comments on Section 4: Changes to Queue Management and
Other Processes.

CalCCA has no comments on changes to queue management and other processes at this time.

. Please provide any additional comments on the draft final proposal or October 20 meeting
discussion.

CalCCA has no additional comments at this time.
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