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California Community Choice Association

Contact
Shawn-Dai Linderman (shawndai@cal-cca.org)

1. Please provide your organization's overall feedback regarding the Resource Adequacy
Modeling and Program Design (RAMPD) Stakeholder Meeting on August 28, 2025.

The California Community Choice Association (CalCCA) appreciates the opportunity to comment on the RAMPD
Track 2 Stakeholder Meeting and Straw Proposal. CalCCA directionally supports the California Independent
System Operator’s (CAISO) Straw Proposal to develop a voluntary outage and substitution pool. A well-utilized
pool will: (1) remove friction for scheduling coordinators (SC) seeking substitute capacity; (2) minimize the need
to hold back RA capacity for substitution; and (3) retain the responsibility of providing substitution on the entity in
control of the outage. Buying SCs should be allowed to repost capacity if they procure excess so that they can
optimize their portfolios at least cost.

CalCCA does not take a position on whether buyers and sellers should have direct control over transactions, or
the CAISO should match buyers and sellers. If the CAISO pursues one of the alternatives in which the CAISO
matches buyers and sellers, however, the CAISO should pursue alternative approach 1, prioritizing buyers with
the highest daily bids. Alternative approach 2, prioritizing matching the largest outages, would not always result
in the maximization of megawatts procured and minimize costs.

Since the problem of excess capacity being withheld for substitution is a significant problem, the CAISO should
continue to ensure that the amount of substitution capacity required reflects actual system needs, rather than a
default substitution requirement, which likely drives excess procurement in many cases. Therefore, CalCCA is
concerned with the CAISO’s removal of the “conditional” outages concept, which was introduced in the issue
paper, from the straw proposal. A conditional outage would mean the CAISO approved the outage without
substitute capacity on a conditional basis when reliability conditions allow. If closer to the operating day, reliability
conditions changed, the CAISO may indicate substitute capacity must be provided for the resource to continue
to take its conditional outage as scheduled.

As a general matter, suppliers should be able to perform short-term maintenance without having to substitute
capacity during non-stressed periods. This would allow for more opportunities to perform planned maintenance
necessary to support reliable grid operation, minimizing potential maintenance delays and minimizing forced
outages. While the CAISO would continue to allow off-peak opportunity outages that do not require substitute
capacity, off-peak opportunity outages are only allowed during certain hours of the day and cannot extend
multiple days. They can therefore only be utilized for certain types of outages.

2. Please provide your organization's overall feedback regarding the RAMPD Track 2 Straw
Proposal, which was posted on August 26, 2025.

Note: for feedback towards the Tracks 1 and 3 Draft Final Proposals, please submit your feedback separately on
those two separate comment templates, below this comment template.

See response in Section 1, above.



