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1. Please provide your organization's comments on any other items that should be
considered for IPE 5.0.
The California Community Choice Association (CalCCA) appreciates the opportunity to comment on the
California Independent System Operator’s (CAISO’s) Interconnection Process Enhancements (IPE) 5.0 Scoping
Document. IPE 2023 made transformative changes to the interconnection process to address the flood of
projects seeking to interconnect to the CAISO system in support of the state’s policy goals. CalCCA appreciates
the CAISO’s undertaking IPE 5.0 to continue to make incremental improvements to the interconnection process.

Specifically, CalCCA supports the CAISO’s commitment to revisiting the ability for operational energy-only (EO)
projects to re-enter the interconnection process to be studied and to seek deliverability. While IPE 2023 policy
prohibits EO projects in Cluster 15 and later from seeking a deliverability allocation, there are legitimate reasons
why projects may pursue interconnection via the EO process, such as a willingness on the part of both
developers and load-serving entities (LSEs) to contract for a period of time for EO deliveries.[1] At the same
time, CalCCA understands and supports the CAISO’s intent of preventing developers from utilizing the EO
pathway to circumvent a competitive deliverability allocation process. 

If a project enters the queue and comes online as EO, the project should be allowed to submit
a new interconnection request and follow the intake and study process for obtaining deliverability. This approach
could help expand and expedite opportunities for developers to finance and construct projects without a
deliverability allocation while ensuring projects cannot circumvent the interconnection intake process, in which
projects seeking deliverability and projects seeking EO are scored separately. Constructed and operational
projects are more viable than earlier-stage projects under development and therefore may offer more affordable
and timely pathways for additional deliverable supply. Especially at the current time, when there is a critical need
for more affordable and deliverable capacity, these projects should be allowed to compete against other projects
in the interconnection intake process and deliverability allocation process to contribute to the state’s resource
adequacy (RA) requirements.

To avoid an EO resource from unduly benefitting from its EO status, the new interconnection queue request for
deliverability should be evaluated using all the criteria that the CAISO has developed. In doing so, demonstration
of a PPA should require the capacity element of the resource (i.e., RA) and not the existing EO contract that it
had previously signed. The stakeholder process should also consider a reasonable limit on the number of times
that an EO resource can seek deliverability, with a reasonable length of time between study requests, to ensure
that the resources do not unnecessarily congest the queue and prevent more competitive resources from being
studied.

In summary, projects that have achieved commercial operation as EO should be allowed to submit new
interconnection requests, apply for deliverability allocation, and be scored along with all other projects seeking
deliverability.

 

[1]               For example, the EO pathway has been used to get projects online in time to comply with grant
timelines for grant-funded projects.
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