
 

 

Conference Program 
 

Monday, April 28, 2025 

2:00 – 7:00 p.m. Check-in Open — Lobby Level 

3:00 – 4:30 p.m. Staff Committee Meetings – Refer to Electronic Agenda for Room Assignments  

5:30 - 7:00 p.m. Opening Reception – Poolside, Ground Level – Sponsored by: Terra-Gen  
 

Tuesday, April 29, 2025 

7:00 – 9:00 a.m. OCPA-Hosted Local E-Bike Tour and Run (meet in the Lobby at 7:00 a.m.)  

(sign-up at OCPA table during check-in) 

7:00 - 5:00 p.m. Check-In Open – Ballroom Foyer 
7:30 - 5:00 p.m. Sponsor Tables – Ballroom Foyer 

7:30-9:00 a.m. Breakfast – Foyer & Ballroom 

 Plenary - Ballroom 
9:00 – 9:15 a.m. 
Ballroom 

Welcome  
James Mai, Vice Mayor City of Irvine, Vice-Chair OCPA; Introduction by Joe Mosca, CEO, OCPA 

9:15 – 9:40 a.m. 
Ballroom 
 

Setting the Stage  
Arne Olson, Partner, Energy and Environmental Economics, Inc. 

9:40 - 10:30 a.m. 
Ballroom 
 

Into the Unknown: Navigating the Energy Transition in an Uncertain Future 
Moderator: Beth Vaughan, CEO, CalCCA 
• Curt Augustine, Senior Director, State Affairs, Alliance for Automotive Innovation 
• Panama Bartholomy, Executive Director, Building Decarbonization Coalition 
• Scott Murtishaw, Executive Director, California Energy Storage Alliance  
• Rachel Peterson, Executive Director, CPUC 

10:30 - 11:00 a.m. Break – Foyer & Pavilion 

 Breakouts – Ballroom, Meeting Rooms and Pavilion 
11:00 – 12:00 p.m. 
Ballroom 
 

West Wide Story: Regional Markets, Local Benefits 
Moderator: Evelyn Kahl, Chief Policy Officer and General Counsel, CalCCA 
• Commissioner Darcie Houck, CPUC 
• Adam Schultz, Manager, Regional Coordination, CAISO 
• Jim Shetler, General Manager, Balancing Authority of Northern California 
• Kai Van Horn, Senior Consultant, The Brattle Group 
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11:00 – 12:00 p.m. 
Pavilion 

CivicWell and CCA Legacy: Looking Back, Powering Forward 
Moderator: Bernadette Austin, CEO, CivicWell, Introduction by Beth Vaughan, CEO, CalCCA 
• Susan Sonne, City Councilmember, City of Buena Park, Board Chair OCPA 

Board Member CivicWell 
• Lucas Frerichs, County Supervisor, Yolo County, Board Member, VCE, and Chair, CivicWell 

11:00-12:00 p.m.  
Saddleback 

Customer Choice with Incentive Payments: Enhancing the customer experience, creating a 
more equitable offering, and optimizing operations 
Introduced by: Zachary Struyk, Assistant Director, SJCE 
• Judd Moritz, Chief Customer Officer, Choice Digital 
• Ryan Braas, Product Development Supervisor, Community Energy Services, SMUD 

11:00 – 12:00 p.m. 
Theater 

Avoided Costs: Containing Rising Rates and Right Sizing Electrification 
Moderator: Rafael Reyes, Senior Director of Energy Programs, PCE 
• Edward Randolph, Partner, Caliber Strategies 
• David Kaneda, Principal and Thought Leader, Integrated Design Associates 
• Jessamyn Allen, Decarbonization Programs Lead, SVCE 

11:00 – 12:00 p.m. 
Trabuco 

Supercharging Local Electric Transportation: Orange County Case Study 
Moderator: Pranesh Venugopal, Energy Programs Manager, OCPA 
• James Delgado, Chief Operating Officer, Mobility Development 
• Fred Jung, Mayor, City of Fullerton, Director, Orange County Transportation Authority, Board of 

Directors, OCPA 
• John Schott, Director of Grants, Chargepoint 
• Yuval Steinman, Director of Eco-Mobility and Market Research, Hyundai Motor North America 

12:00 - 1:20 p.m. Lunch - Foyer & Ballroom 

12:00 – 1:30 p.m. CCA Governing Boards & VIP Luncheon – Pavilion  

12:00 – 1:20 p.m. Young Professionals Lunch – Shady Canyon Room 

 Plenary - Ballroom 

1:25 – 1:55 p.m. 
Ballroom 
 

Keynote: The Promise of AI for Community Choice Energy Providers 
• Matt Harding, CEO, Managing Director and Founder, EcoMetricx 

Professor of Economics and Statistics, University of California, Irvine 

1:55 – 2:00 p.m. Break - Foyer 

 Breakouts – Ballroom, Meeting Rooms and Pavilion 

2:00 – 3:00 p.m. 
Ballroom 
 

AC/D.C.: Federal Government Engagement in a New Administration 
Moderator: Karin Burns, CEO, SDCP 
• Shawn Marshall, CEO, PCE 
• Lynn Jaquez, Senior Advisor, HB Strategies 
• Arnab Pal, Clean Energy Infrastructure Advisors, Inc. 
• Michael Colvin, Director, California Energy Program, Environmental Defense Fund 

2:00 - 3:20 p.m. 
Pavilion 
 

Implementing Equity: An Interactive Workshop  
Moderator: Mo Shapiro, Assistant, Operations and Strategic Sourcing, CPA 
• Michael Quiroz, Senior Regulatory & Data Analyst, Ava  
• Claire Huang, Regulatory Analyst II, Ava  
• Josh Chanin, Senior Decarbonization Programs Specialist, Transportation Electrification, SJCE 
• Aisha Cervantes-Cissna, Senior Policy Manager, SDCP 
• Joanne O’Neill, Director, Customer Programs, CPA 
• Kirsten Andrews-Schwind, Assoc. Director of Community Relations and Climate Equity, PCE 
• Inaara Muhammad, Manager of Energy Programs, 3CE 
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2:00 – 3:00 p.m. 
Saddleback 
 

From Silos to Systems: Unlocking Seamless Pathways to Virtual Power Plants 
Moderator: Kimberly Beltran, Technical Programs Manager, SCP 
• Alex Katzman, Vice President of Business Development, ChargeScape 
• Siobhan McCabe, Director, Uplight 
• Feliz Ventura, Programs Lead, Local Development Programs, Ava 

2:00 – 3:00 p.m. 
Theater 

Future Tech for Generation and Storage: Getting to and Beyond SB 100 
Moderator: Maren Wenzel, Director of Regulatory, Policy and Planning, SVCE 
• Nathan Barcic, Supervisor, Integrated Resource Planning, CPUC 
• Jordan Cole, Chief Commercial Officer, Hydrostor 
• Neil Ethier, Vice President Origination, Eavor Technologies Inc. 

2:00 – 3:00 p.m. 
Trabuco 

Rumor Has It: Tackling Misinformation  
Moderator: Katherine Griffiths, Principal, Tripepi Smith 
• Katie Melendez, Deputy Mayor, Vista City Council, Chair of the Board, CEA 
• Alelia Parenteau, Director of Santa Barbara Clean Energy, Sustainability and Resilience Director, 

City of Santa Barbara 
• Eileen Verbeck, Deputy Executive Director, RCEA 

3:00 – 3:30 p.m. Break – Foyer 

 Breakouts – Ballroom and Meeting Rooms 
3:30 - 5:00 p.m. 
Ballroom 
 

Your Favorite Four Letter Word: PCIA (Primer and Game) 
Moderator: Evelyn Kahl, Chief Policy Officer and General Counsel, CalCCA 
• Tim Lindl, Partner, Keyes & Fox LLP 
• Eric Little, Director of Market Design, CalCCA 

3:30 – 4:30 p.m. 
Saddleback 

Unlocking the Value of Virtual Power Plants 
Moderator: Jana Kopyciok-Lande, Associate Director of Innovation Strategy, PCE 
• Roland Doordyun, Commercial Head North America, Lunar Energy 
• Karen Lee, Senior Power Resources Manager, Ava 
• Collin Smith, Regulatory Affairs Manager, LEAP 

3:30 – 4:30 p.m. 
Theater 

Uncorking the Bottleneck: Addressing Barriers to New Resource Development and 
Interconnection 
Moderator: Jeanne Solé, Deputy Director of Power Resources, SJCE 
• Alan Comnes, Owner, New Energy Works Consulting 
• Chris Devon, Director of Energy Market Policy, Terra-Gen 
• Robert Emmert, Senior Manager, Interconnection Resources, CAISO 
• Molly Sterkel, Interim Director, Office of Electricity Supply, Planning and Cost, CPUC 
• William Walsh, Vice President, Energy Procurement & Management, SCE 

3:30 – 4:30 p.m. 
Trabuco 

Catching the Data Wave: Managing Customers, Risks, and Opportunities Amidst Increasing 
Granularity 
Moderator: Scott Wrigglesworth, Director, Risk Management & Analytics, SVCE 
• Moya Enright, Manager of Power Market Operations, PCE 
• Mani Gutierrez, Director of Data and Analytics, 3CE 
• Jaclyn Harr, Account Director, The Energy Authority 
• Brandon Mauch, Managing Director, Operations & Strategy, Ascend Analytics 
• Brock Mosovsky, Cofounder and Head of Commercial Analytics, cQuant 

5:00 - 7:00 p.m. Ideas Expo - Pavilion  

6:00 p.m. Reception – Patio – Sponsored by: Calpine Community Energy & Calpine Corporation  

7:00 - 9:00 p.m. Dinner Under the Stars - Lawn (Dress Warmly) - Sponsored by: Calpine Community Energy & 
Calpine Corporation 
Josh Brock, Vice President, Calpine Community Energy 
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9:00 p.m. ‘til late Networking - Warehouse 72 (Cash Bar) 
 

Wednesday, April 30, 2025 

7:30 a.m.– 2:00 
p.m. 

Sponsor Tables – Ballroom Foyer 

7:30 - 9:00 a.m. Breakfast – Foyer & Ballroom 

 Breakouts – Ballroom and Meeting Rooms 

9:00 – 10:00 a.m. 
Ballroom 
 

Creative CCA Financing: Pre-pay Deals, Alternative Investments & Market Dynamics 
Moderator: David McNeil, CFO, CPA 
• Howard Chang, CEO, Ava 
• Rosa Cucicea, Senior Vice President – Director of the Clean Energy& Public Sector Banking 

Divisions, River City Bank  
• Grant Fraunfelder, Head of Tax Advantaged Structured Finance Group, Morgan Stanley 
• Tim Meernik, Associate Director, S&P Global  
• Harry Singh, Vice President, Goldman Sachs 

9:00 – 10:00 a.m. 
Saddleback 

Priced In: Keeping Customer Bills Manageable with Electrification Friendly Rate Design 
Moderator: Alice Havenar-Daughton, Vice President of Customer Programs, MCE 
• Mary Federico, Senior Billing Operations and Rate Analyst, 3CE  
• Addie Melvin, Senior Client Success Manager, ev.energy 
• Peter Mustacich, PE, Programs Lead, SVCE 

9:00 – 10:00 a.m. 
Theater 

The Complete Market Picture: How Energy and Capacity Markets May Shape Out 
Moderator: Eric Little, Director of Market Design, CalCCA 
• Matthew Barmack, Vice President, Market and Regulatory Policy, Calpine 
• Erik Ela, Director System Operations and Electricity Markets, Ener 
• Arne Olson, Partner, Energy and Environmental Economics, Inc. 
• Robert Shaw, CEO, 3CE, Board Chair CalCCA 

9:00 – 10:00 a.m. 
Trabuco 

‘Choice’ Messaging: Strategies for Communicating CCAs’ Value Proposition 
Moderator: Pamela Leonard, Deputy Director of Marketing and Communications, SVCE 
• Gina Stassi-Vanacore, Director of Communications, Pioneer  
• Gwen Rose, Director of Marketing & Communications, PCE 

10:00 -10:20 a.m. Break – Foyer  

 Plenary - Ballroom 

10:25 - 10:30 a.m. 
Ballroom 

Presenting Sponsor Calpine Video 

10:30 – 10:35 a.m. 
Ballroom 

Welcome to Day 2 
Susan Sonne, Chair, OCPA and Councilmember, City of Buena Park 

10:35 – 11:10 a.m. 
Ballroom 
 

What’s Next for Green Hydrogen in California? 
Moderator: Dawn Weisz, CEO, MCE 
• Angelina Galiteva, CEO, Alliance for Renewable Clean Hydrogen Energy Systems (ARCHES) 
• Jason Caudle, CEO, First Public Hydrogen (FPH2) 

11:10 – 11:55 a.m. 
Ballroom 

Brass Tacks: CCA CEOs on the Industry’s Current State and Future Direction 
Moderator: Rob Shaw, CEO, Central Coast Community Energy  
• Ted Bardacke, CEO, Clean Power Alliance  
• Karin Burns, CEO, San Diego Community Power 
• Don Eckert, CEO, Pioneer Community Energy 
• Lori Mitchell, Director, San Jose Clean Energy 
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Wednesday, April 30, 2025 

11:55 – 12:00 p.m. 
Ballroom 

Parting Words 
Mitch Sears, CEO, Valley Clean Energy 

12:00 - 1:30 p.m. Lunch – Foyer & Ballroom 

12:00 – 3:00 p.m. Staff Committee Meetings – Refer to Electronic Agenda for Room Assignments  
 


