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1. Please state your organization’s position and provide questions or comments on Intra-
cluster Prioritization of Use of Existing SCD/RNU Headroom
The California Community Choice Association (CalCCA) appreciates the opportunity to comment on the
California Independent System Operator’s (CAISO) Track 3 Final Proposal.

CalCCA continues to support the CAISO’s proposal to use its transmission plan deliverability (TPD) allocation
process scoring methodology to allow generators to interconnect up to an amount that will not trigger the need
for a long lead-time (LLT) short circuit upgrade or other reliability network upgrades. This proposal will provide
opportunities for projects to come online and obtain deliverability more quickly when there is headroom, helping
to alleviate the current interconnection capacity scarcity.

2. Please state your organization’s position and provide your organization’s questions or
comments on the Modifications to the TPD Allocation Process
CalCCA supports the proposed modifications to the TPD allocation process, including the new definitions for the
TPD allocation groups and the three opportunities to seek and retain a TPD allocation. This support is contingent
upon a future IPE initiative addressing opportunities for energy-only (EO) projects to later obtain deliverability
without enabling the EO pathway to circumvent a competitive process for TPD allocation.

While the Final Proposal prohibits EO projects in Cluster 15 and later from ever seeking a TPD allocation, there
are legitimate reasons why projects may pursue interconnection via the EO process, such as a willingness on
the part of both developers and LSEs to contract for a period of time for EO deliveries. CalCCA, therefore,
proposed in its comments to the Draft Final Proposal that the CAISO should not prevent EO projects
from ever seeking deliverability. Instead, if a project enters the queue and comes online as EO, the project
should be allowed to submit a new interconnection request and follow the intake and study process for obtaining
deliverability.[1] The Final Proposal states that the CAISO has considered the issue of EO resources seeking
TPD, identified several policy issues that need to be discussed with stakeholders, and determined that the issue
will need to be deferred to a future IPE initiative.[2] CalCCA supports moving forward with seeking the CAISO
Board of Governors and Federal Energy Regulatory Commission approval of the Final Proposal contingent upon
the commitment to consider these issues in a future Interconnection Process Enhancements initiative.

CalCCA continues to support the proposed requirement for offtakers to confirm active PPAs annually for projects
within the power purchase agreement (PPA) group to retain their deliverability allocations. This will help ensure
PPAs are executed in good faith rather than with the intention of getting scored in the highest TPD allocation
group and then canceling the PPA after receiving a TPD allocation. In addition, CalCCA supports categorizing
projects within the PPA group based upon whether its PPA is with an offtaker that has an RA obligation. This will
result in a meaningful differentiation of projects that meet versus exceed the minimum requirement, because it
bases its ranking on RA obligations which drive the need for TPD. It will also provide for uniform treatment of all
PPAs with load-serving entities. 

[1]            CalCCA Comments on the IPE Track 3 Draft Final Proposal (Jan. 29, 2025) (CalCCA January 29
Comments): https://stakeholdercenter.caiso.com/Comments/AllComments/8a955f32-33fc-4025-8bc3-
f693c5636ad4#org-78cfcc2e-4148-4886-8da4-b884e0910de5.

[2]            Final Proposal, at 26-27.
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3. Please state your organization’s position and provide your organization’s questions or
comments on the Adjusted 2nd Interconnection Financial Security Posting for Cluster 14
Parked Projects
CalCCA has no comments at this time.

4. Please state your organization’s position and provide your organization’s questions or
comments on the Process for Reserving TPD for Long Lead Time Generation and Storage
Resources
CalCCA appreciates the Final Proposal’s clarifications in response to CalCCA’s requests in comments to the
Draft Final Proposal.[1] Specifically, CalCCA supports: (1) the CAISO’s recognition that it and CPUC “should be
careful not to oversize TPD reservations for these resources to the point that other technologies are unable to
obtain TPD when commercially viable and support system portfolio needs;” and (2) the CAISO’s view of its
proposed process as a “limited option to ensure that policy-driven, long lead-time location-constrained resources
that require their own specific transmission actually have that transmission available to them by the time they are
ready to interconnect.”[2] CalCCA also supports the CAISO’s clarification that the process for identifying long
lead-time resources requiring TPD reservations does not apply to any particular procurement entity and that
once a LLT resource seeks a deliverability allocation, it would need to follow the standard process for TPD
allocation.

[1]            CalCCA January 29 Comments.

[2]            Final Proposal, at 46.

5. Please state your organization’s position and provide any additional feedback on the
broader track 3 initiative, including requests for the scope of the next IPE initiative
As described in Section 3, CalCCA recommends the scope of the next IPE initiative include a process for
energy-only (EO) projects to later obtain deliverability without enabling the EO pathway to circumvent a
competitive process for TPD allocation.
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