UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
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CALIFORNIA COMMUNITY CHOICE ASSOCIATION’S COMMENTS ON
THE CALIFORNIA INDEPENDENT SYSTEM OPERATOR CORPORATION’S
TARIFF AMENDMENT TO IMPLEMENT TRACK 2 OF INTERCONNECTION

PROCESS ENHANCEMENT 2023 INITIATIVE
Pursuant to Rule 211 of the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission’s
(Commission) Rules of Practice and Procedure,! 18 C.F.R. Section 385.212 (2023), the
California Community Choice Association? (CalCCA) submits these comments to the
California Independent System Operator Corporation’s (CAISO) Tariff Amendment to
Implement Track 2 of Interconnection Process Enhancements 2023 Initiative® (Tariff
Amendment), dated August 1, 2024. The Tariff Amendment seeks to implement reforms

essential for the CAISO to adapt to the dramatically increased levels of requests to

interconnect to the CAISO-controlled grid.
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Federal Energy Regulatory Commission’s Rules of Practice and Procedure, Part 385.

California Community Choice Association represents the interests of 24 community choice
electricity providers in California: Apple Valley Choice Energy, Ava Community Energy, Central Coast
Community Energy, Clean Energy Alliance, Clean Power Alliance of Southern California,
CleanPowerSF, Desert Community Energy, Energy For Palmdale’s Independent Choice, Lancaster
Energy, Marin Clean Energy, Orange County Power Authority, Peninsula Clean Energy, Pico Rivera
Innovative Municipal Energy, Pioneer Community Energy, Pomona Choice Energy, Rancho Mirage
Energy Authority, Redwood Coast Energy Authority, San Diego Community Power, San Jacinto Power,
San José Clean Energy, Santa Barbara Clean Energy, Silicon Valley Clean Energy, Sonoma Clean Power,
and Valley Clean Energy.

3 California Independent System Operator Corporation’s Tariff Amendment to Implement Track 2
of Interconnection Process Enhancements 2023 Initiative, ER24-2671-00 (Aug. 1, 2024).



I. INTRODUCTION

CalCCA is a trade association representing the interests of 24 community choice
aggregators (CCA) in California. CalCCA’s membership serves over 14 million
customers in over 200 cities and counties throughout the state, representing roughly one-
third of the CAISO load in California. As load-serving entities (LSE) actively procure
new electric generating resources to serve California customers, California CCAs have a
direct interest in ensuring an efficient and effective interconnection process that supports
the accelerated pace of clean energy resource development. CalCCA requests the
Commission accept the CAISO’s Tariff Amendment, which makes meaningful
improvements to the CAISO’s ability to support the pace of interconnection necessary to
achieve California’s policy and reliability needs.

I1. COMMENTS

CalCCA respectfully asks that the Commission accept the CAISO’s Tariff
Amendment. The Tariff Amendment comes at a critical point when procurement
activities have expanded at a rapid pace to maintain reliability targets while meeting
California’s clean energy policies, like Senate Bill (SB) 100 (De Le6n).* CalCCA
estimates that to reach SB 100 targets on schedule, California will need over 6,000
megawatts of new resource interconnection per year from 2024 to 2045, an increase in
the annual net growth rate by roughly 400 percent relative to the net growth rate from

2001 to 2023.° While the entire industry is moving as quickly as possible to bring new

4 SB 100 requiring renewable energy and zero-carbon resources supply 100 percent of electric

retail sales to end-use customers by 2045.
3 , less

, and (assumes straight line growth between 2024 and
2045).


https://www.energy.ca.gov/data-reports/energy-almanac/california-electricity-data/electric-generation-capacity-and-energy
https://www.caiso.com/about/Pages/Blog/Posts/California-ISO-2023-year-in-review.aspx#:%7E:text=As%20of%20the%20first%20week,over%20the%20past%20three%20years
https://www.caiso.com/Documents/AnnouncedRetirementAndMothballList.xlsx
https://efiling.energy.ca.gov/EFiling/GetFile.aspx?tn=237167&DocumentContentid=70349

clean resources online, policies and processes need to evolve to accommodate the
unprecedented pace of procurement that will continue as California progresses toward its
SB 100 goals.

The Tariff Amendment advances much-needed transformations to the
interconnection cluster study and queue management processes while maintaining open
access to the transmission system. It intends to prioritize interconnection requests by
ranking requests within available transmission zones based on indicators of readiness;
commercial interests, project viability, and system needs. It also recognizes the
importance LSE interest will play when narrowing down the pool of interconnection
study requests. LSEs, as procuring entities, conduct long-term planning activities in their
individual integrated resource plans, where they start to identify the technologies,
locations, and magnitudes of projects they will pursue to support the communities they
serve. LSEs must procure a variety of technologies to achieve both reliability and
greenhouse gas reductions in a cost-effective manner that meets their customers’ needs,
and in the case of some LSEs like CCAs, complies with their governing boards'
mandates. This procurement activity is factored into the California Public Utilities
Commission’s preferred system plan, which then informs the CAISO’s transmission
planning process.

Without an LSE interest-scoring criterion, the CAISO would risk having an
interconnection queue that is not aligned with resource and transmission planning
processes taking place in these forums. Given that reliability depends critically on having

the right mix of resources on the grid, this alignment with planning is fundamentally



important to CAISO’s operations. CalCCA agrees with the CAISO that the commercial
interest category is:

...a critical piece of the tariff reforms proposed in this filing. Given

the LSEs’ essential role in resource procurement under California

state law and the Commission-approved resource adequacy

provisions of the CAISO tariff, LSE interest is a key indicator of

commercial interest and the ultimate viability of a generation project

seeking interconnection. Awarding points for commercial interest

will allow the CAISO to remove speculative projects not likely to

be viable earlier in the interconnection process and provide a useful
metric in determining whether a project is ready for study.®

CalCCA supports the CAISO’s objective of a robust, fair, and transparent point
allocation process, and appreciates the CAISO’s Track 2 Final Addendum which (1)
provides requirements for opting into the allocation process, publicly posting selection
criteria, and acting in a non-discriminatory manner, and (2) strongly encourages
incorporating best practices into the LSE allocation processes.” CCAs are committed to
making the LSE point allocation process as transparent and fair as possible. CCAs
intending to participate in the allocation process are committed to taking the CAISO’s
encouragement to “conduct public requests for information, requests for offers, or some
other functionally equivalent process to ensure fairness, transparency, and competition in
the LSE allocation process.”® They are also open to continuing to work with the CAISO
and developers to improve the LSE point allocation process as LSEs, the CAISO, and

developers gain experience with the new interconnection study process.

6 Tariff Amendment at 49.

7 Id. at 49-50.

8 1d. at 50: https://statics.teams.cdn.office.net/evergreen-assets/settings/window-mode/window-
mode-coachmark.svg.



https://statics.teams.cdn.office.net/evergreen-assets/settings/window-mode/window-mode-coachmark.svg
https://statics.teams.cdn.office.net/evergreen-assets/settings/window-mode/window-mode-coachmark.svg

III. CONCLUSION

CalCCA respectfully requests that the Commission accept the CAISO’s Tariff

Amendment.

August 22, 2024

Respectfully submitted,
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Evelyn Kahl,

General Counsel and Director of Policy
CALIFORNIA COMMUNITY CHOICE
ASSOCIATION
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CALIFORNIA COMMUNITY CHOICE ASSOCIATION’S COMMENTS ON
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